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Editorial

Liebe Leserinnen und Leser,

das Jahr 2020 stand ganz im Zeichen der Co-
rona-Pandemie. Wir mussten lernen, mit erheb-
lichen Einschridnkungen zu leben, haben unsere
sozialen Kontakte reduziert und das gesellschaft-
liche Zusammenleben reorganisiert. So grof die
Herausforderungen aufgrund von Covid auch
sein mogen, so deutlich wurde auch, dass ein
funktionierender Staat durchaus in der Lage ist,
die schwerwiegenden Folgen einer Krise zumin-
dest teilweise aufzufangen. In dieser Ausgabe
mochten wir uns schwerpunktméflig damit aus-
einandersetzen, mit welchen Folgen sich Kinder
mit Behinderungen in Situationen konfrontiert
sehen, in denen staatlicher Schutz und staatliche
Foérderung nicht mehr gewiéhrleistet sind. Gerade
sie gehoren in Konfliktsituation zu den vulnerab-
len und am stérksten marginalisierten Gruppen.

Jodie Nguy, Diana Harnden und Elena Gari-
boldi setzen sich in jhrem Artikel mit dem Ein-
fluss der konfliktbedingten Vertreibung auf die
Entwicklung von Kindern mit Behinderungen
auseinander. Hierbei berichten sie von Ansétzen
fir entwicklungsbezogene Unterstiitzungsange-
bote und deren Umsitzen im humanitiren Kon-
text sowie von den Zusammenhingen zwischen
Spielen und der Entwicklung von Kindern (mit
Behinderungen).

Stephanie Schramm und Bilge Menekse be-
richten in jhrem Artikel von gefliichteten Kin-
dern mit und ohne Behinderungen, die im Gaza
Streifen und in Bangladesch leben. Die Auto-
rinnen unterstreichen, dass sich insbesondere
(gefliichtete) Kinder mit Behinderungen mit
zahlreichen Barrieren konfrontiert sehen und
unter anderem keinen ausreichenden Zugang zu
Bildung haben.

Der dritte Artikel beschaftigt sich mit einem
Thema, das nicht nur, aber auch in Hinblick auf
die Situation von Kindern mit Behinderungen in
Konflikten relevant ist: lokaler Strategien fiir die
Umsetzung der UN-BRK. Lars Wissenbach und
Dr. Isabella Bertmann-Merz stellen fest, dass nur
so sichergestellt werden konne, dass bestehende
Barrieren abgebaut werden und die Lebensquali-
tat konkret verbessert wird.

Wir wiinschen Thnen viel Spafl bei der Lektiire

Thre Redaktionsgruppe
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Dear readers,

the year 2020 was dominated by the Corona
pandemic. We had to learn to live with consid-
erable limitations, we had to reduce our social
contacts and we had to reorganise our social life.
As significant as the challenges of the pandemic
may be, it has also become clear that a well-func-
tioning state can be capable of absorbing serious
consequences of a crisis, at least to some extent.
In this issue, we would like to focus on the con-
sequences that children with disabilities face in
situations where state protection and support is
no longer guaranteed. They are among the most
vulnerable and marginalised groups in conflict
situations.

Jodie Nguy, Diana Harnden and Elena Gari-
boldi explore the impact of conflict-induced dis-
placement on the development of children with
disabilities in their article. They present develop-
mental support approaches and their respective
implementation in the humanitarian context,
with a special focus on the links between playing
and development of children (with disabilities).

Stephanie Schramm and Bilge Menekse re-
port on the situation of refugee children with and
without disabilities that live in the Gaza Strip and
Bangladesh. The authors underline the multiple
barriers and specific challenges (refugee) chil-
dren with disabilities are facing, including insuf-
ficient access to education.

The third article deals with a topic that is not
exclusively relevant in regard to the situation of
children with disabilities in conflict: the necessity
to implement local strategies for the implemen-
tation of the CRPD. Lars Wissenbach and Dr.
Isabella Bertmann-Merz argue that efforts on
the local level are crucial to ensure that existing
barriers are removed, and the quality of life is im-

proved effectively.

We hope you enjoy the reading,

Your editorial board



Fostering Inclusive Child Development:

Its Impact on the Quality of Life of Children Living in
Displacement Settings

Jodie Nguy/Diana Harnden/Elena Gariboldi

Children with disabilities living in displacement settings face many barriers to access their

basic rights. The purpose of this article is to describe some of the approaches and key find-

ings from the Growing Together, an inclusive child development project aimed at promoting

equal participation in play for children with disabilities and caregivers and to improve chil-

dren’s quality of life. Findings show that involvement in inclusive play-based activities had

the benefit of fostering children’s right to equal participation and improving their perceived

quality of life.

Background and Project Aim

The Growing Together (GT) project
worked with 10,297 children (50% girls, 22%
with disabilities), and 3,312 caregivers (79%
female) in 11 refugee camps and 52 host
communities in Cox’s Bazar-Bangladesh,
the Thai-Myanmar border and in Peshawar
and Nowshera districts in Pakistan. In
the displaced and host communities
where GT worked, a range of contextual
factors influence the day-to-day lives and
wellbeing of children. The consequences
of humanitarian crisis, natural disaster,
stigma, poverty, poor access to education
and other socio-economic factors result in
barriers to upholding children’s basic rights.
Children’s rights to participate in play for
relaxation, learning and wellbeing, to go to
school, to equally participate in community
life and to express themselves on matters
important to them (UN CRC Article 31 and
12) are compromised in these contexts. In
particular, the stigma of disability means that
children usually have fewer opportunities to
learn new skills, reduced time for leisure
and recreation where parents see little value

in play, and services and programmes are
inaccessible. Also, when living in conditions
of poverty and psychological distress,
parents often are less available and have
no chance to listen or take their child’s
point of view into consideration. Children
generally have some awareness about their
right to be listened to and taken seriously by
their parents or caregivers, but a lot needs
to be done concerning adults’ attitudes
and practices within the community.
Furthermore, children with disabilities
often have reduced access to services,
either because they are often invisible and
more difficult to identify and reach out, or
because the type of specialised services they
need are not available in these deprived
contexts. Consequently, children have poor
access to social and recreational activities,
low autonomy, and self-realisation, affecting
their development and coping capacities.
At the project’s baseline, children with
disabilities also reported feeling less able
to make friends and not often or never
participating in community activities when
compared to children without disabilities.
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Children with disabilities of-
ten have reduced access to
services, either because they
are often invisible and more
difficult to identify and reach
out, or because the type of spe-
cialised services they need are
not available in these deprived

contexts.

Approaches Used

The project used inclusive play as the main driver to
promote children’s development and to empower families
and communities. It was addressed to 4,815 young chil-
dren aged 0 to 5 from which 47% were girls and 24% were
children with disabilities. 147 parent’s clubs were set up
by the project to improve the understanding and practices
of 3,312 parents on early childhood development, the
importance of nurturing caregiving and inclusive play
(WHO 2018). Parents’ clubs were a space where parents
could bring their young child to play and where they
gained knowledge, shared their experiences, and learn
from other parents. The clubs were inclusive and were a
place where caregivers of children both with and without
disabilities attended equally, a powerful way to break
down the stigma of disability and to meet other caregivers.

In order to promote play and stimulation of children
under three years, the Blue Box — an early child development
tool — was used to positively influence the child’s physical,
cognitive, communication and social-emotional growth.
The Blue Box is a community-based tool, which aims to
promote the development of children at risk of disability
and delay associated with biological (malnutrition,
prematurity, infection) and environmental risk factors
(extreme poverty, violence, forced displacement, maternal
mental health). This intervention is family-centred, based
on routine activities, and carried out in the child’s natural
environment. It comprises a system that includes a chart
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to monitor the child’s development milestones and a set
of cards with activities for the families to guide their play
and ways to stimulate and promote the achievement of the
next stage of development. The cards include descriptions
to guide parents on how the play activities can be adapted
depending upon different impairments a child may have.

In the case of school-aged children, GT promoted the
participation on inclusive play opportunities of 5,482 chil-
dren out of which 20% with disabilities and 53% were
girls. 215 inclusive children’s clubs were the main struc-
ture where a range of play, arts and sports activities was
used as the approach to delivering play and learning. This
is where children 6-12 years with and without disabili-
ties, identified among the children in most need of social
support, participated in play activities in a friendly, safe,
and inclusive space. The first few club sessions usually
served to build the relationship among children and GT
staff. Facilitators identified children who showed respect
and leadership qualities and asked if they would be in-
terested to become a buddy, this model of a buddy sys-
tem involves identifying children who demonstrate attri-
butes to be a good support for a child who has a disability
(O’Connor 2016). Children who were willing to take on
the role of a buddy were coached on what it takes to be a
friend within the club and how they could support another
child who may have additional support needs to be able
to equally participate. Buddies’ coaching included some
basic principles on what it means to be inclusive of other
children, understanding the value of diversity, while also
being given some concrete coaching on how to support
their buddy on specific aspects of their impairments. For
example, where a child may need some additional support
to maintain attention or need extra explanation of the rules
of an activity to be able to equally join in, or where a child
who uses an assistive device may need another child to
help them collect and position the device at the end of an
activity.

To promote a more participatory and child-led ap-
proach, actions like setting up child leaders and having
children create their own club’s rules to be respected by
all members, were important approaches to build collec-
tive ownership by children (Hart 1992). Children par-
ticipated in a range of activities like drawing, inclusive
dance, theatre/drama, puppet shows, sports and games.
These approaches were designed and adapted to be able to
genuinely include children of different abilities and have
them participate and express themselves. For example,
Theatre for Development (TfD) was used as an approach
that highlights children’s unique strengths and attributes.
Thereby it enabled all children to have a meaningful role
in the theatre activity, whether it was a child using a wheel-
chair, where this aspect would be built into the character
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Promoting an inclusive envi-
ronment, where disability is
not seen as a problem or an
obstacle, enhanced the sense
of wellbeing in children, par-
ticularly in those children with

a disability.

they played, or a child with attention deficit disorder who
played a ferocious lion, a role he was able to shine at. Also,
through theatre and other play-based approaches, children
were able to explore and experience first-hand the con-
cepts of equal participation and discuss the meaning and
the impact of what is it to be included or excluded. Or
they learned something about child protection and rights
and disaster risk reduction, where children were involved
in the process of identifying solutions to problems faced
by children in their community (Nyohi 2002). The clubs
run weekly in the project locations and were facilitated by
community workers, who were either refugees themselves
or host community members. Community workers were
trained in the methods and allowed some flexibility in us-
ing these play-based approaches to design activities that
both met the interests of the children in each of the groups
while covering the project key topics.

Additionally, the creation of 50 inclusive play spaces
was an important component of the project. This included
outdoor constructed playgrounds located in communi-
ties; play and learning spaces within school environments
and alternative indoor play spaces within the housing
compounds of community members. These indoor spac-
es were especially created for girls living in Pakistan who
are often excluded from play as they get older, linked with
conservative cultural values reducing their movement in
the community. The play spaces were designed and con-
structed according to key criteria in order to be inclusive
and participatory of all children, families, and communi-
ties (Casey & Harbottle 2018). The design included chil-
dren and community consultations, especially of children
with disabilities to have their views on barriers and facili-
tators to play. Creating play elements as accessible as pos-
sible included for instance ramps and pathways’ fitting and
offering different seating options where children could

s

have a break from play or participate in more quiet seated
activities. Having swings with different types of seating
options allowed children with different physical needs to
be able to access the play facilities (Feske n.d).

The space also provided a range of play types, especial-
ly sensory play opportunities. Sustainable and environ-
mentally friendly approaches were promoted, using low-
cost and locally available materials, and finding ways to
involve the community, for instance, working with local
artists or having children involved in painting, art pro-
jects or taking care of the garden (Moreno & Veerman
2018). Having a gender sensitive lens was also an impor-
tant approach especially in some of the conservative con-
texts, to ensure that barriers to play did not get in the way
for girls especially.

Method and Main Findings of the Survey

Several instruments supported the analysis of the
project’s impact, including a Knowledge, Attitudes and
Practices (KAP) survey across the target groups of car-
egivers, children and service providers and Key Inform-
ant Interviews (KII) for external service providers and
partners, as well as other qualitative tools to understand
more deeply children’s views. For the purpose of this
paper, we will focus on sharing the findings regarding
children’s and caregivers’ knowledge and practices and
children’s perceived Quality of Life (QoL). The changes
in knowledge and practices of children and caregivers
were measured mainly through a KAP survey. Structured
questionnaires were administered at the end of the pro-
ject to 440 parents and caregivers of children aged 0 to 5
years and to 664 children aged 6-12 and their caregivers,
selected among project beneficiaries.

The children’s perceived quality of life was meas-
ured by using the ScoPeOKids tool. This is a short and
child-friendly survey with questions covering 5 domains
of quality of life: physical wellbeing, emotional wellbeing,
perceived security, autonomy and self-realisation and
social wellbeing. The tool contains 20 questions and was
administered to children in the project target areas before
and after project implementation. To measure QoL, the
project took a sample of school-aged children between 6
and 18 years, and disaggregated it by gender, age, and dis-
ability (Baseline: n=378; 196 girls and 182 boys. Endline:
n= 494; 257 girls and 237 boys. 17% of children with dis-
abilities in both rounds of the survey).

Main Findings

The project reached 3,312 caregivers of 3,968 children
aged 0-5 and 5,482 children of primary school age (6-12).
At baseline, very few parents (21%) were participating
in playgroups with their young children, in comparison
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to 96% of those surveyed at the end of the project, who
regularly participated in playgroups with their children
and other caregivers. Parents showed a 20% increase in
awareness of the value of play, with 59% at baseline and
83% at endline recognising that play is very important.
In relation to why play is important to children, at end-
line 93% of caregivers reported that play brings joy and
happiness to children, 73% reported that play helps them
learn and understand the world, 69% reported that play
helps children to develop different skills, 55% reported
that every child has a right to play and 54% reported that
play helps children grow-up to be well adjusted.

In terms of the amount of time parents reported spent
playing, 54% play with their child between one and two
hours a day and 41% reported that they play for less than
an hour a day at the end of the project, overall with a 9%
increase in reporting that they engaged in play or stimu-
lating activities within the past week with their child. At
endline, approximatively 90% of respondents read books
or look at picture books with their child, told him/her sto-
ries, led small group games with the child and siblings or
peers and encouraged or engaged the child to play with
their peers. Particularly, the latter activity is where the
most significant improvements (+37%) were recorded as
compared with baseline results.

As per school aged vulnerable children (6-12), it was
found at baseline that only 24% had the opportunity to
participate in recreational, awareness-raising, and com-
plementary learning activities. At the end of the pro-
ject, 97% of surveyed children were engaged in child-led
games, educational games on disaster risk reduction, arts,
sports, and complementary learning, promoting their
equal participation, safety, protection, and wellbeing. The
percentage of children reporting feeling bullied or exclud-
ed during this type of activities sensibly decreased from
baseline to endline (from 39% to 4% and from 31% to 2%
respectively). While at baseline only 46% of children felt
comfortable to play with children with disabilities, by the
end of the project 84% felt comfortable to play together
with children with disabilities. Also, at endline, 86% of
children surveyed did not agree with the statement that
adults should not listen to children about their opin-
ions (only 49% at baseline), 97% of children surveyed
agreed that their parents should encourage them to make
choices (78% at baseline) and 95% agreed that their par-
ents should encourage them to try and do things on their
own (77% at baseline).

The global score of children’s perceived quality of life
improved at the end of the project by 5 points (values out
of 100). For children with disabilities, their global QoL
score increased by +9, with significant improvements re-
ported across all the five dimensions but particularly on

Disability and International Development 3/2020

physical wellbeing, autonomy and self-realisation and so-
cial wellbeing. Likewise, GT played an important role in
reducing the perceived inequalities of children with disa-
bilities who scored the highest improvement of perceived
quality of life (+9), in comparison to other vulnerable
children (+4).

Discussion

The results indicate a significant positive improvement
in the participation of caregivers in playgroups and a
general increased proportion of mothers engaged in play-
groups since the GT project was established. This is a pos-
itive signal of change in practice, particularly in culturally
conservative locations, as a result of increased access to
play based opportunities for caregivers and children 0-5
years old in the project locations. Also, there has been a
noticeable improvement against almost all activities and
the time spent by caregivers in playing with their children.
The findings demonstrate that caregivers not only recog-
nise play as important for child development, but also that
they actively practice child development activities with
their child: when regularly stimulating their children, the
parents were able to see the positive changes. The find-
ings confirm that the methodology proposed and utilised
by Humanity & Inclusion is context appropriate, suitable,
and easy to understand and replicate by people with low
level of formal education. However, it was also found that
caregivers particularly in the case of Thailand, in some
cases do not see the value of play for the sake of play.
Similar to findings in other studies, caregivers’ attitudes
affect children’s participation in play across different gen-
der, ages, and abilities (IPA 2017). The findings confirm
that more advocacy and awareness is needed among com-
munities in displacement contexts in order to change atti-
tudes towards play for all children.

Offering more opportunities to safely play in contexts
where cultural norms and values often hinder children’s
involvement in social life has ensured good levels of girls’
participation. This is important, especially in conservative
contexts like Pakistan and Bangladesh where 50% and
48% of the participating children are girls. Creating these
play opportunities close to children’s homes, accessible
and inclusive of children with disabilities, while also pro-
viding culturally acceptable and safe play spaces in lo-
cal communities, were key approaches to improve school
aged children’s physical (+7 points) and social wellbeing
(+7 points) as per ScoPeOKids survey results. Promoting
an inclusive environment, where disability is not seen as
a problem or an obstacle, enhanced the sense of wellbeing
in children, particularly in those children with a disability.

An evolving change of attitudes towards children with
disabilities and greater inclusion in different activities by
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caregivers and other children is a significant change the
project methodologies fostered. The increase in children’s
level of comfort in playing and learning with children with
disabilities between baseline and endline is significant
and demonstrates the success in building greater inclusive
knowledge, attitudes, and practices in children 6-12 years
old. At endline, 96% of children beneficiaries were aware
of the importance of equal participation, which was em-
braced for example through the buddy system in the chil-
dren’s clubs. Also, the increased visibility and participa-
tion of children with disabilities, to the eyes of their peers
and to the community indicates that the GT project had
successfully promoted their inclusion. Inclusive children’s
and parent’s clubs, the regular opportunities for children
to express their views and raise awareness of the rights of
children with disabilities during community events, were
all important modalities contributing towards reducing the
level of exclusion of children with disabilities from social
and community life. Through these increased opportuni-
ties to equally participate to community life, children re-
ported an improved perception of their social wellbeing,
an important achievement considering the disruptive so-
cial contexts the project worked in.

A number of tools and participatory approaches were
used involving children in project design, monitoring and
implementation, and providing the space and opportunity
for children to express their views using different modal-
ities including arts, drama, and sports. This opportunity
has challenged cultural norms on the role children can
play in society and an important opportunity to raise chil-
dren’s awareness on their rights. The implementation of
the child buddy system and participatory tools were all ef-
fective mechanisms that contributed to fulfil an equal lev-
el of participation, particularly for girls and children with
disabilities. Indeed, these interventions notably improved
children’s sense of autonomy and self-realisation as con-
firmed by ScopeoKids findings (+7 points) survey results.

Limitations

The global COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 impacted the
regular implementation of activities, which were adapted
to respond to the contextual restrictions, but as well to the
evolving beneficiaries’ needs. The endline exercises were
conducted between March and June 2020, and the anxiety
created by the COVID-19 pandemic may have impacted
on respondents’ answers and their practices.

Conclusions

Projects like GT, aiming to foster inclusive child de-
velopment through innovative approaches in humanitar-
ian contexts, are important as they give children a bet-
ter chance of achieving their full potential. Through its

s

activities, the project successfully reduced some of the
risk factors related to negative child development out-
comes. Amongst these, the risk of poor mental health
associated with the experience of conflict, displacement,
and deprivation through building strong involvement of
caregivers in their child’s early learning experiences and
building resilience and coping strategies. Play is the main
driver to counteract the above-mentioned risk factors,
including protection and safety risks, which are multi-
plied for children with disabilities, increasing their social
vulnerability. The project gave children with disabilities
more of an opportunity to participate in community re-
lated activities, access services and play and socialise with
other children, making them more visible and included
and ensuring children with disabilities are not left behind.
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ZUSAMMENFASSUNG

Kinder mit Behinderungen, die in Vertreibungssituationen leben,

sind mit vielen Barrieren konfrontiert, die ihnen den Zugang zu ihren
Grundrechten erschweren. Der Zweck dieses Artikels ist es, einige der
Ansitze und Schliisselergebnisse aus dem Projekt Growing Together zu
beschreiben, einem inklusiven Projekt der kindlichen Entwicklung, das
darauf abzielt, die gleichberechtigte Teilnahme von Kindern mit Behin-
derungen und Betreuern am Spiel zu férdern und die Lebensqualitat
der Kinder zu verbessern. Die Ergebnisse zeigen, dass die Beteiligung
an inklusiven spielbasierten Aktivititen den Vorteil hatte, das Recht der
Kinder auf gleichberechtigte Teilhabe zu férdern und ihre wahrgenom-

mene Lebensqualitit zu verbessern.

RESUME

Les enfants handicapés pris dans les déplacements de population
font face a de nombreux obstacles qui empéchent I'acces a leurs
droits fondamentaux. Cet article vise a décire quelques approches
et principaux résultats de Growing Together, un projet de développe-
ment inclusif de ’enfant destiné a promouvoir la participation égale
au jeu pour les enfants handicapés et leurs aidants et a améliorer

la qualité de vie des enfants. Les conclusions montrent que la
participation dans des activités ludiques inclusives avait 'lavantage
de favoriser le droit de participation égale des enfants et d’améliorer

leur qualité de vie pergue.

RESUMEN:

Los nifios con discapacidad que viven en entornos de desplazamien-
to se enfrentan a muchas barreras para acceder a sus derechos basi-
cos. El propésito de este articulo es describir algunos de los enfoques
y resultados claves de Creciendo Juntos, un proyecto de desarrollo
infantil inclusivo cuyo objetivo es promover la participacion igualita-
ria en el juego para los nifios con discapacidades y sus cuidadores y
mejorar la calidad de vida de los nifios. Los resultados muestran que
la participacion en actividades inclusivas basadas en el juego tuvo el
beneficio de fomentar el derecho de los nifios a la participaciéon en

igualdad de condiciones y mejorar su calidad de vida percibida.
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Being Excluded From Your Own Futu
Refugee Children With Disabilities in
Bazar, Bangladesh

Stephanie Schramm/Bilge Menekse

re: Examples From
the Gaza and Cox’s

This article describes the main activities and findings of two interventions in inclusive psycho-social

support and inclusive education on empowering children with an
Strip as well in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh. In both contexts children

d without disabilities in the Gaza

with disabilities are among the most

at-risk but face several barriers accessing services provided through humanitarian actors and service

providers. To tackle barriers, a comprehensive approach must be
children with disabilities, their parents, and the wider community
the same time decreasing barriers to services. In one context, the

envisaged - which means including

actively into the intervention and at
creation of a model of an inclusive

structure or programme (e.g. child friendly space) which can be replicated by other actors, can be an

effective way of demonstrating disability inclusion.

Forgotten in Humanitarian
Interventions - Protracted Crisis
and the Exclusion of Children with
Disabilities in Education, Health,
and Protection Interventions

2019 marked the year with the highest
number of refugees and displaced people:
79,5 million people worldwide were forcibly
displaced due to war, violence, persecution,
and other emergencies (UNHCR 2020).
The Christoffel-Blindenmission (CBM) is
actively responding in the Rohingya crisis
in Cox’s Bazaar, Bangladesh and the Gaza-
Strip, Palestine. Currently, the camps in
Cox’s Bazaar make up the world’s largest
refugee camp (Yeasmine 2019) with about
900,000 forcibly displaced Myanmar Na-
tionals (FDMN) (UNHCR et al. 2020:70),
whereas in the Gaza Strip 1.9 million peo-
ple including 1.4 million refugees registered
by the United Nations Relief and Works
Agency (UNRWA) are locked-in as result
of one of the world’s most long-running
conflict.

Since 25" August 2017, extreme vio-
lence in Rakhine state, Myanmar has driven

people across the border into Cox’s Bazaar
in Bangladesh. Currently, “[a]round 919,000
Rohingya refugees live in southern Bangla-
desh, most of them in the vast and teeming
camps and settlements that have sprung up
in Cox’s Bazar district, close to the border
with Myanmar” (UNICEF 2018:11). Living
in the camp settings, Rohingya refugees face
additional threats. They live in congested
sites that are poorly equipped to deal with
monsoons, the services provided by human-
itarian community does not meet all their
demands and needs and the massive influx
of refugees has increased the burden on the
already poor host communities in Cox’s
Bazaar. Similarly, the blockade of the Gaza
Strip by Israeli security forces, and the in-
tra-Palestinian division, in turn, have pro-
gressively worsened the economy and living
conditions. This has resulted in one of the
world’s highest unemployment rate, contin-
uing food insecurity and restricted access
to basic public services such as health and
education.

Additionally, in both cases the human-
itarian response plans are underfunded,
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Peers, teachers and men-
tors increased positive atti-
tudes towards children with

disabilities.

leaving refugees without access to basic services such as
health, education, and Water Sanitation and Hygiene
(WASH).

In addition, according to the rapid assessment conduct-
ed in 2017 in Cox’s Bazaar by the Centre for Disability
in Development (CDD) and Arbeiter-Samariter-Bund
(ASB) and in the aftermath of the conflict in Gaza-Strip
2014 it was found that persons with disabilities have not
been sufficiently considered in the (humanitarian) re-
sponses (CDD/ASB 2017).

Among those forced to flee their homes, around half of
them are under the age of 18 and 15% constitute children
with disabilities according to the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) estimates, while the data disaggregation
according to sex, age, disability is lacking. Many children
are severely traumatised by what they have seen and expe-
rienced due to the conflicts in Myanmar and Gaza-Strip.
In both contexts, children and in particular children with
disabilities face a dire situation given the level of attitudi-
nal barriers such as cultural stigma. Other barriers (envi-
ronmental and institutional) limit their access to adequate
health, protection, and education services.

In the Gaza Strip, many children with and without dis-
abilities have witnessed at least three Israeli military offen-
sives (2009, 2012, 2014) while the blockade is still ongoing.
Children are resorting to negative coping mechanisms:
dropping out of school, early marriage for girls and in-
creasing violent behaviour in schools, in home and com-
munities. The devastated infrastructure and overwhelmed
services lead to an even grave environment for children
with disabilities alongside the cultural stigma they face
in daily life. Access to functioning health and education
services for children with disabilities remains limited due
to barriers such as limited accessibility and lack of trans-
portation, technical skills as well as equipment for early
detection. About half of children with disabilities (43%)
aged 7-17 in Gaza were not enrolled in education in 2017
(Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2019). These fac-
tors compound with the lack of adequate financial support
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to purchase assistive devices due to the economic crisis in
Gaza increases the social isolation of children with disa-
bilities. The psychosocial burden of this fragile and vio-
lent setting on children with and without disabilities has
an immense impact on their well-being. According to a
recent assessment on child protection conducted by Atfa-
luna Society for Deaf Children (ASDC) in March 2020,
living in fear every single moment has significant psy-
chological stress on children and their families. Around
69% of children with and without disabilities aged from
6-17 years reported their fear and anxiety of any type of
escalation. The psychological burden on children with dis-
abilities can be seen in the case of deaf children, for in-
stance, who are afraid of losing their hands or arms which
would prevent them from communication. Children who
are blind or visually impaired do not know where to flee
during Israeli airstrikes, are afraid of moving towards the
targeted area without recognising it.

Being deprived from a normal life leads to serious
mental health conditions for children with and without
disabilities in Gaza Strip. The assessment also revealed
that 44% of the children do not express themselves when
being in fear, and 40% of the children do not ask for help
when needed. In addition, it shows that girls hesitate more
to ask for help. Moreover, the assessment indicated that
56% of the surveyed children react aggressively when they
feel angry. Alarmingly, domestic violence has been anoth-
er major harm, children have been facing, leaving them
in a crossfire between violence due to the blockade and
at home behind closed doors. ASDC’s study revealed that
52% of surveyed parents reported to use violence against
their children in their daily interactions while these figures
reached 64% against children with disabilities.

1,2 million people in Cox’s Bazaar are in need of hu-
manitarian assistance, among them 638,000 children
(UNICEF 2019:7). Education provides children with life
skills, knowledge, values, attitudes, and behaviours that
foster critical thinking, empathy, and the ability to build
communities. They are enabled to understand their rights
and responsibilities, while the absence of education has
lifelong consequences and increases the vulnerability of
children. However, 97% of children aged 15 to 18 years
in Cox’s Bazaar in Bangladesh are not attending any type
of educational facility. There have been barriers identi-
fied that prevent children from attending school, like so-
cio-cultural barriers (23%) (UNHCR et al. 2020:70). The
lack of accessible facilities, inclusive teaching materials as
well as lack of knowledge among teachers increase barri-
ers for children with disabilities to access education and
protection services (ibid.). Currently, between 10%-40% of
children with disabilities are less likely to attend any learn-
ing facility (ibid.). The rapid assessment conducted 2017

)
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Currently, between 10%-40%
of children with disabilities
are less likely to attend any

learning facility.

in Cox’s Bazar stresses that “[s]ome children with disabili-
ties interviewed had been told by school-teachers that they
could not attend school or child friendly space because of
their disability” (CDD/ASB 2017).

With the exclusion from humanitarian interventions,
the situation of children with disabilities is further deteri-
orating due to the lack of access to education, basic health
services, adequate living conditions, basic nutrition, and
a safe environment. This in turn, increases their risk and
likely to be affected by poverty. The situation of conflict
adds another challenge to break the cycle of poverty and
disability. This is a specific burden children with disabili-
ties in conflict settings face.

Comprehensive Approach Towards the
Provision of Inclusive Mental Health,
Education and Protection Services

Based on the identified gaps, CBM has been providing
the following interventions in response to the two cases
presented:

1. Strengthening the psychosocial well-being of children
with and without disabilities and their families' by im-
proving their participation, communication, and treat-
ment through access to inclusive (early) childhood
development programmes as well as improving their
parent’s communication skills and safeguarding.

2. In Bangladesh, supporting children to attend school
and further education in the camp and host commu-
nities through piloting inclusive child friendly spaces
and mainstreaming inclusion in education? as well as
provision of health and rehabilitation services and psy-
cho-social support for children with and without disa-
bilities
Given the volatile security environment, children do

not perceive the Gaza Strip as a safe place. Through inter-

linked activities, ASDC has been following a holistic ap-
proach for the provision of psychosocial activities in safe
spaces. In order to provide accessible and inclusive safe
play centres for children with and without disabilities’, five
child centres consisting of indoor and outdoor play and

(1

recreational areas across the Gaza Strip were (re-)con-
structed accessibly and child friendly.

With the aim of reducing post-traumatic symptoms,
stress, and other burdens such as feelings of guilt for hav-
ing fled and left their relatives and friends, about 1,000
children have been receiving structured psychological,
individual and group sessions in these accessible child
centres. Within the sessions different techniques are ap-
plied, such as free drawings, expressional art, psychologi-
cal movement games, storytelling, and relaxation.

Moreover, around 3,000 children with and without
disabilities have been participating in inclusive play ac-
tivities that have educational and recreational purposes
and enable an equal participation of children with and
without disabilities as well as their parents. The inclusive
play activities include psychodrama exercises, storytell-
ing, drawing, and sports activities and are accompanied
by slogans on child rights and rights of children with
disabilities. For instance, the drawing of a mural at the
Gaza port jointly by children with and without disabilities
was implemented with the message to respect the rights
of children with and without disabilities while the title of
the event was [ am not alone.

Based on ASDC’s monitoring and evaluation®, these
types of activities help children to better cope with stress,
overcome their fears and shyness, build self-confidence,
improve their communication skills, and develop toler-
ance and acceptance towards other people in an inclusive
and child friendly setting. At the same time, parents learn
how to improve their communication with their children.
In addition to this, the activities are supplemented with
child-led produced play materials that are designed by
children with and without disabilities. These play mate-
rials include accessible chess, adapted snake and ladder,
and adapted
puzzles.

Further-
more, the pro-
vision of life-
skills training
and inclusive
recreational
activities  to
more than 500
children with
and  without
disabilities
has  ensured
a deeper un-
derstanding
of disability
and inclusion,
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acceptance, team building and teamwork, leadership, par-
ticipation, and cooperation. Children with and without
disabilities were engaged in camping activities, touring,
cultural competitions, football games and cooking. This,
in turn, has enabled children with disabilities to be more
self-confident and having a better understanding about
basic life skills such as problem solving, communication,
and leadership.

Based on the identified needs, the CDD and CBM de-
signed and constructed an inclusive child-friendly space
(CFS) in 2018 in a Rohingya Camp in Cox’s Bazar, with
the goal of ensuring that children, including children with

disabilities, had access to leisure activities and a learning
environment (CBM et al. 2019:42).

Additionally, CDD and CBM supported UNICEF and
its partners to address existing barriers. Children with
and without disabilities were screened and identified to be
enrolled in the centre, where they had access not only to
recreational activities, but also to clinical assessments and
rehabilitation services, as part of CDD and CBM’s multi-
disciplinary approach towards providing inclusive health
services (see ibid.:42f.). Through referrals it was possible
to access physiotherapy, occupational therapy, speech and
language therapy, psycho-social support services as well as
eye or ear assessments. Consultations with children with
disabilities and their parents were held around the design
of the space, the signage, and other ideas on how to re-
move barriers. In addition, a CFS Management Commit-
tee was established, to ensure feedback of caregivers and
children with disabilities is constantly addressed. To im-
prove the capacities of teachers, CBM and CDD trained
them in inclusive facilitation. This piloted CFS, serving as
a model for mainstreaming actors, has been shared with
the protection cluster of the UN to foster learning across
organisations. As stigma around disability is widely spread
in society, discussions with parents but also the wider
community have been envisaged. Champion celebrations
or inclusive sports and culture competitions for all chil-
dren have been conducted in different camp areas as well
as the host communities.
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In partnership with UNICEEF, teachers were support-
ed to develop individual education plans for children
with disabilities, to support them achieving their learn-
ing goals. Therefore, a variety of trainings for teachers has
been offered. Learning centres as well as CFS were made
accessible, and CDD/CBM supported the identification
of children with disabilities to increase their enrolment.
With this project peers, teachers and mentors increased
positive attitudes towards children with disabilities. The
physical layout of UNICEF learning centres and CFS con-
sidered the needs of children with disabilities. Through the
connection of CFS and rehabilitation, assistive devices are
reported to help children attending learning centres and
CFS (see CBM 2020:2).

Key Learnings/Messages

Despite the challenges occurring in conflict environ-
ments, the findings show that an inclusive approach based
on a clear inclusion strategy in the respective sector, en-
sures that services are accessible and needs of children
with disabilities can be met. This includes mainstreaming
disability and child protection at individual, family, and
community level.

Limitations of both projects were:

o The ongoing conflict in both cases hampers a full
achievement of a functioning and inclusive society.

o The elimination of attitudinal barriers within the socie-
ty can't be achieved during the project lifetime.

o Development of a new intervention in a new context,
lead to an underestimation of timely and financial re-
sources needed, to decrease existing barriers and main-
stream disability inclusion in collaboration with hu-
manitarian partners.

 Mainstreaming disability requires the willingness of or-
ganisations to implement recommendations and adopt
approaches accordingly.

« The ongoing blockade of the Gaza-Strip is further in-
creasing psycho-social stress on people with and with-
out disabilities.

Although in different contexts, both projects in Cox’s
Bazaar and the Gaza Strip have shown similar key learn-
ings on how to include children with disabilities in the
health, protection, and education sectors in situations of
conflict:

» Measuring the inclusion of children with disabilities
means that qualitative indicators are necessary.

« Positive impact of a model like the CFS on mainstream-
ing actors.

« Ensuring a participatory planning process from the be-
ginning so that beneficiaries including people with dis-
abilities, partners, and other relevant stakeholders are

)

included, and barriers are tackled.
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« Recognising that the disability movement and induvial
needs of people with disabilities are not homogenous.

o For the realisation of inclusive services for all children
each component of respective system needs to be con-
sidered and addressed (e.g. transport, parents, caregiv-
er, regulations).

o Data collection should be conducted according to gen-
der, age, and disability.

o Addressing intersectionality means participation of

girls and women with disabilities to meaningfully ad-
dress gender related barriers.

« Connecting main areas of intervention meaningfully

with other service providers (e.g. education and reha-
bilitation) to ensure continuous inclusion of children
with disabilities.

o Applying resources and standards available such as
IASC Guidelines, Humanitarian Hands on Tool, Hu-
manitarian Inclusion Standards or UNICEF Guidance.

NOTES

1 The projectis funded by the German Federal Ministry for Econom-
ic Cooperation and Development (BMZ).

2 The project is funded by the German Federal Foreign Office.

3 The project is being implemented by Atfaluna Society for Deaf
Children (ASDC) in cooperation with the four child centres: Nawa
for Culture and Arts Association, SOS children’s Village- Palestine-
Rafah, Tamer Institute for Community Education, Union of Health
Work Committees-AL Assria Community Center.

4 To measure the impact of these measures, ASDC " s psychosocial
specialist and M&E Officer are conducting surveys focussing on
1. the self-esteem and self-confidence 2. problem solving skills,

3. communication and social inclusion as well as 4. emotional
resilience. Besides the pre-and post-surveys with the children
before and after the interventions collected and analysed by AS-
DC’s M&E Officer, an observation tool is used by the psychosocial
specialist to report the improvement of the children’s wellbeing.
Moreover, focus group discussions take place with the children’s
parents after the interventions to receive the parents’ feedback
about the changes in the children’s behaviours and psychological

well-being.
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ZUSAMMENFASSUNG

Dieser Artikel beschreibt die Hauptaktivititen und Ergebnisse von zwei
Interventionen in den Bereichen integrative psychosoziale Unterstiit-
zung und integrative Bildung zur Stirkung von Kindern mit und ohne
Behinderungen im Gaza-Streifen sowie in Cox's Bazar, Bangladesch.
In beiden Kontexten gehoren Kinder mit Behinderungen zu den am
stirksten gefihrdeten, sehen sich aber mit mehreren Hindernissen
beim Zugang zu Dienstleistungen konfrontiert, die von humanitaren
Akteuren und Dienstleistungsanbietern angeboten werden. Um Bar-
rieren zu iiberwinden, muss ein umfassender Ansatz ins Auge gefasst
werden - dies bedeutet, Kinder mit Behinderungen, ihre Eltern und
die breitere Gemeinschaft aktiv in die Intervention einzubeziehen und
gleichzeitig die Barrieren fiir Dienstleistungen abzubauen. In einem
Kontext kann die Schaffung eines Modells einer inklusiven Struktur
oder eines inklusiven Programms (z.B. kinderfreundlicher Raum),
das von anderen Akteuren iibernommen werden kann, ein wirksames
Mittel sein, um die Integration von Menschen mit Behinderung zu

demonstrieren.

RESUME

Cet article décrit les principales activités et constatations de deux
interventions de soutien psychosocial inclusif et d’éducation inclu-
sive relative a 'lautonomisation des enfants, handicapés ou non,
dans la bande de Gaza ainsi que dans le district de Cox Bazaar au
Bangladesh. Dans les deux cas, les enfants handicapés figurent par-

mi les personnes les plus vulnérables, mais se heurtent a de nom-
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breuses barriéres dans ['accés aux services fournis par des acteurs
humanitaires et par des prestataires de services. Il sera nécessaire
d’envisager une approche intégrée pour aborder le probléme de

ces barriéres. Cela signifie l'inclusion des enfants handicapés, leurs
parents et le reste de la collectivité dans Uintervention, et aussi la
réduction des obstacles aux services. Dans un contexte, la création
d’un modele de structure ou de programme inclusif (par exemple,
les espaces amis des enfants), qui pourrait étre appliqué par d’autres
acteurs, peut étre un moyen efficace de démontrer l’'inclusion des

personnes handicapées.

RESUMEN

Este articulo describe las principales actividades y resultados de
dos intervenciones de apoyo psicosocial y educacion inclusiva para
empoderar a los nifios con y sin discapacidad en la Franja de Gaza

y en el Bazar de Cox (Bangladesh). En ambos contextos, los nifios
con discapacidades se encuentran entre los mas arriesgados, pero
se enfrentan a varias barreras para acceder a los servicios prestados
por los agentes humanitarios y los proveedores de servicios. Para
superar las barreras, hay que contemplar un enfoque integral, lo
que significa incluir a los nifios con discapacidad, a sus padresy a

la comunidad en general de forma activa en la intervencién y, al
mismo tiempo, disminuir las barreras a los servicios. En un contexto,
la creacién de un modelo de estructura o programa inclusivo (por
ejemplo, un espacio para los nifios) que pueda ser reproducido por
otros actores, puede ser una forma eficaz de demostrar la inclusion

de la discapacidad.

Author: Stephanie Schramm and Bilge Menekse, project managers
in the humanitarian action team at Christoffel-Blindenmission
Deutschland e.V. Bilge Menekse’s focus is on humanitarian
and transitional aid projects funded by public donors with an
emphasis on inclusive Mental Health, WASH, Food Security in
crisis context. Stephanie Schramm is working in humanitarian
and transitional aid passionate about inclusion of persons with
disabilities and gender with special focus on inclusive WASH and
cash and voucher assistance.

Contact: stephanie.schramm@cbm.org;

bilge.menekse@cbm.org
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Making Disability Inclusion a Local Pl
Implications for International Develo

Lars Wissenbach/Isabella Bertmann-Merz

Persons with disabilities are particularly affected by various barrier:
environment where these barriers take concrete shape, and where
to manage the implementation of inclusive structures based on the
activities take place that sustain us physically, socially, etc. It comp
co-existence of people has to be managed. This article discusses th
planning towards inclusive cities and human settlements in the cor
cooperation.

Introduction

This article aims at investigating the rela-
tionship between participation (rights) and
the State’s responsibility towards the imple-
mentation of the Convention on the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) at
the local level', where the realisation of the
provisions takes place as a very concrete en-
counter between the State and its citizens.
Ideally, a variety of service offers and sup-
port structures at the local and regional lev-
el should provide suitable opportunities for
citizens to actively take decisions and shape
their life career by selecting those options
that are most valuable for them. But not only
does the realisation of this right and free-
dom of choice require the mere availability
of services and support structures, also their
accessibility and affordability is decisive. The
latter aspects are of specific relevance for
persons with disabilities, who are particu-
larly affected by social, environmental and
cultural barriers.

The CRPD highlights the relevance of all
governmental levels to translate the Con-
vention’s provisions into practice. Current

anning Task -
pment Cooperation

s. It is the social and physical

ocal planning approaches have
CRPD. The local level is where

rises shared places where the
e relevance of local governance and

text of international development

international policies like the 2030 Agenda
on Sustainable Development and the UN
New Urban Agenda address these provisions
by calling for inclusive planning processes at
regional and local levels. However, the State’s
responsibility at the local level regarding the
systematic implementation of inclusion and
participation as a cross-sectoral task, espe-
cially on the basis of the CRPD, has not re-
ceived much attention so far in the interna-
tional development discourse?. In addition,
a combination of approaches towards hu-
man rights issues (including disability inclu-
sion) and decentralisation efforts or ques-
tions of governance, local development and
planning® have hardly taken place to date in
both research and practice (see for example
Boucher et al. 2015; Handicap International
2009; UNDP 2004). Our contribution will
link those areas by focussing on the role of
decentralisation and local governance with
regard to the implementation of article 19
(Living independently and being included
in the community) and article 32 (Interna-
tional cooperation) of the CRPD.
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Disability and Place

The CRPD states that “persons with disabilities include
those who have long-term physical, mental, intellectual or
sensory impairments which in interaction with various
barriers may hinder their full and effective participation
in society on an equal basis with others” (UN 2006: arti-
cle 1). The fact that disability arises from the interaction
between a person and her/his physical and social envi-
ronment moves the latter aspect into focus. It is a person’s
physical and social environment where barriers take con-
crete shape. Article 9 of the CRPD therefore obliges states
parties to

“take appropriate measures to ensure to persons with

disabilities access, on an equal basis with others, to

the physical environment, to transportation, to in-

formation and communications, including informa-

tion and communications technologies and systems,

and to other facilities and services open or provided

to the public, both in urban and in rural areas”

in order to enable persons with disabilities to live in-
dependently and participate fully in all aspects of life
(UN 2006: article 9). The human rights-based approach
to disability reflects a shift from regarding persons with
disabilities as recipients of charity, medical treatment, and
special services towards defining disability as an evolving
and dynamic concept taking into account environmen-
tal, social and cultural barriers (UN 2006). In addition,
it acknowledges disability as a part of human diversity
and calls for social inclusion and an “enhanced sense of
belonging” in its preamble (UN 2006; see also Bielefeldt
2009: 4 ff.). Thus, the CRPD provides a framework for the
right to participation of persons with disabilities, includ-
ing in the community (article 19). As has been mentioned,
current international policies and strategic frameworks
like the 2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development and
the UN New Urban Agenda have picked up on the CRPD
definition of disability. These frameworks therefore call for
new and innovative concepts that reduce multidimension-
al complexities of the interrelations between individual
impairments and environmental barriers which impact
the opportunities of social participation. Hence, it is those
interdependencies which have to be made describable and
workable.

Decentralisation and Local Planning
Decentralisation® has been highlighted as a develop-
ment goal and a key aspect of state modernisation for dec-
ades of international development cooperation. Allowing
closer contact to the citizens, it is widely recognised as an
approach to making governance more responsive to local
needs and preferences. Thus, decentralisation is often re-
garded as a means to solving social, spatial, and economic
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inequalities and enhancing social cohesion (see for ex-
ample Bardhan & Mookherjee 2015; Kersting et al. 2009;
Romeo 2012). Bardhan & Mookherjee (2015) argue that
at the same time, large-scale federal development projects
directed from national level often lack adequate sensi-
tivity to local community needs and concerns, and treat
people living in poverty as objects of the development
process instead of involving them into the planning and
implementation.

With respect to inclusion and disability, activities in
the field of development cooperation often focus either
on the development of legislative or policy frameworks
or at the provision of disability specific services, lacking a
more general perspective on the potential and relevance
of local governance and planning processes and respon-
sibilities of local governments as such. It therefore seems
to be worth taking a closer look at local governance pro-
cesses in order to discuss how development measures
can adequately address the needs of people, which enfold
practical reality and require response in their local com-
munities in the first instance. The provisions of the CRPD
address all government levels of states parties. Romeo
(2012) emphasises the conceptualisation of local autono-
my that turns local governments from objects to subjects
that are able to actively shape top-down processes by a
push from below. Routed in this perspective, the local
does not refer to the where, but to the who and the how
of development (Romeo 2012: 2). This directs the atten-
tion on questions concerning the potential of active roles
that local governments can and should play with regard to
the implementation of the CRPD.

Different historically evolved welfare traditions, legal
and policy frameworks have an impact on the policy fields
that local authorities are responsible for. Today, local gov-
ernments across the globe exert a decisive influence over
the living conditions and quality of life of a nation’s citi-
zen. In most of the world’s countries, public-sector goods
and services are provided by regional and local govern-
ments and authorities, or with their involvement. This
applies e.g. to basic education, health services, mobility,
housing, water supply, waste disposal or disaster risk
management. These public-sector goods and services are
key for the quality of life of the local population including
those inhabitants with disabilities. In 2015, subnational
governments were responsible for 59.3% of total public
investment throughout the OECD area and for almost
40% worldwide (OECD 2018).

Local governments are meant to work towards social
equality and poverty reduction (Kersting 2009) as well
as collective public well-being. The role of local planning
systems and practices can be seen as helping local entities
to work out how to manage collective concerns about the
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Recent developments in the field of
international cooperation call for
renewed attention to the role of
local governance in development
and emphasize the role of local
governments and local communities
for processes of inclusion and public

well-being.

qualities of shared spaces and local environments (Hea-
ley 2006). The implementation of legal and policy provi-
sions for the inclusion of persons with disabilities is thus
to be seen as an inherent part of local planning within the
framework of local governance and the responsibility of
local governments. Affecting more and less complex sec-
tor-specific and cross-sectoral planning tasks, such plan-
ning processes require a certain amount of resources in-
cluding administrative capacity and expertise at local level
regarding community planning as well as service and in-
frastructure development.

However, evidence suggests that higher-level govern-
ments often devolve responsibilities for social services
to the lower level, without corresponding devolution of
funds, personnel, and knowledge. This can lead to un-
funded mandates on social responsibilities for local gov-
ernments, restricting their capacities and preventing them
from implementing social policies (see Bardhan & Mook-
herjee 2015; Kersting 2009). When it comes to disability
inclusion, even in countries with a strong legislative and
policy framework and where disability is mainstreamed
into decentralisation policies, the implementation capac-
ities of local governments regarding disability inclusion
often remain limited (see for example the case of Ghana®).

Making Disability-Inclusion a Local
Planning Task

The most crucial challenges related to the CRPD are
those related to its implementation in a multi-level ap-
proach. States Parties are expected to fulfil the require-
ments by legal processes, which are gradually transferred
into policies and practices trickling down from national
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to sub-national levels. A lack of opportunities for inclu-
sion manifests itself in social and physical barriers, which
take shape in the concrete living environments and thus
in the place-based communities people live in. Commu-
nities, whatever their form, are the realm in which social
reproduction occurs. Even in postmodern fragmented
and differentiated form, and despite a rapidly growing mo-
bility, digitalisation and globalisation in the past decades,
the communities of most people remain relatively place-
based (DeFilippis & Saegert 2012). That is, communities
are the sites for our housing, education, health care, daily
convenience shopping, and the other activities that sustain
us physically, emotionally, socially, and psychologically
(ibid.). This rooting of people in places has significant im-
pacts on people’s personal development, as well as their
inter-personal social networks and relationships. People
who share a space together build a common set of experi-
ences, that, when accumulated over time and in different
parts of life, form much of the basis of people’s support
networks in their daily lives (ibid.). And even though
place-based communities are no homogeneous realms of
people with completely shared interests or perspectives,
they build historically rooted, politically, and ecological-
ly defined spaces in which individuals, households, and
groups contest and cooperate with each other to manage
individual and collective concerns about the qualities of
local environments.

Opportunities for inclusion open up through access,
on an equal basis with others, to the social and physical
environment, to transportation, to information and com-
munication, including information and communication
technologies and systems, and to other public facilities and
services at the local level. Moreover, inclusion becomes
real when suitable opportunities for people open chances
to realise their right to actively take decisions and shape
their life career by selecting those options that are most
valuable for them, embedded in the reciprocal relations
between people with similar but also with unlike interests
and ways of life from which local communities arise.

Taking a closer look at provisions made by the CRPD, it
becomes evident that many of them address issues which
are directly linked to public-sector goods and services pro-
vided by local governments and authorities, or with their
involvement. Many policies and investments needed to
implement these provisions are in shared responsibility
across levels of government and might not be realised with-
out the engagement of the local level and its responsibili-
ties for the provision of public-sector goods and services.
These include, amongst others, disaster risk management
(Art. 11), housing and community life (Art. 19, 28), edu-
cation (Art. 24), health services (Art. 25), mobility (Art.
20), habilitation and rehabilitation (Art. 26), participation
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in political and public life (Art. 29), or participation in cul-
tural life, recreation, leisure, and sports (Art. 30).

Social communities (for example the family and the
neighbourhood) as well as non-governmental organisa-
tions of different kinds often have an important role as far
as support for persons with disabilities in the community
is concerned. In addition, approaches such as Communi-
ty-based Rehabilitation (CBR)® and the respective col-
laboration between governmental and non-governmental
actors can make an important contribution. However, the
State’s responsibility at the local level regarding the sys-
tematic implementation of inclusion and participation,
especially on the basis of the CRPD, has not received
enough attention so far. This can for example be seen with
regard to UNDP’s Integrated Framework to Support Lo-
cal Governance and Local Development (UNDP 2016)
and other strategy papers, which do not refer to disability
rights or inclusion. And on the other hand, specific disa-
bility strategies do not adequately take into account topics
such as decentralisation, local governance and planning at
community level.”

Based on the centrality of the immediate physical and
social environment with regard to the elimination of bar-
riers and the provision of participation, it is the local level
that plays a crucial role in bridging the gap between inclu-
sion theory, respective policies, and practical opportuni-
ties for people with disabilities to make use of their rights.
A local governance viewpoint opens new perspectives for
planning processes towards equal opportunities for all cit-
izens and enhanced well-being as well as the development
of approaches and measures that are sensitive to local
contexts. In many instances, local communities and local
governance provide a relevant framework for processes of
planning relevant to social inclusion and public well-be-
ing. This suggests a high potential of local planning ap-
proaches to better meet the requirements and objectives
of higher-level development strategies and the provision
of the CRPD. The role of local planning systems and prac-
tices can be seen as helping place based communities work
out how to manage their collective concerns about the
qualities of shared spaces and local environments (Hea-
ley 2006: 3-4). Local planning should not primarily be a
task of politicians and planning experts which implement
desk-based solutions to local community challenges and
needs, but a participatory and learning oriented process
based on dialogue and communication which ideally in-
cludes representatives of all disparate groups sharing space
and co-existing in local entity. However, even in such par-
ticipative processes, the political leadership of local gov-
ernments is of major importance. There is no question that
local authorities are not the only actors in the local space,
and often not even the most powerful ones. The concept
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of local governance refers to collective action at the local
level and is considerably shaped by “[...] informal norms,
networks, community organisations, and neighbourhood
associations in pursuing collective action” (Shah & Shah
2006: 1-2). Multiple and diverse power structures take
effect in complex causal networks and networks of rela-
tion including local government structures. But, due to
the key tasks of local politics, local governments are to be
recognised as “the principal legitimate agent of the local
development process” (Romeo 2011: 5) when it comes
to promoting and coordinating local development and
planning. It is therefore necessary to recognise the func-
tioning of local politics as an important prerequisite of
participative local planning which allows cross-sectoral
and sector-specific activities to impact the people living
in a community, including those with disabilities. Local
parliaments compose the centre of political power in lo-
cal communities and based on the responsibilities with
regard to collective public well-being, it is the formal de-
cision of the local parliament through which local devel-
opment strategies acquire binding force.

Local communities, under local government coordina-
tion, have the potential to enable cross-sectoral planning
processes towards the inclusion of particularly vulnerable
groups fostering the implementation of respective inter-
national, national, and regional legislative frameworks
and policies. However, it cannot be assumed that such
requirements and guidelines automatically diffuse from
national to the sub-national levels, triggering respective
chance process in local communities. On the contrary,
realising this potential of local government and local
planning requires the push from below Romero (2011: 2)
describes. The implementation of the CRPD at the local
level thus needs pro-active initiation followed by local
commitment and a formal decision of the local parlia-
ment for adaption. Besides the commitment of local com-
munity stakeholders, making disability a local planning
task requires theoretical approaches and concepts, which
guide the process of taking over inclusion as a cross-cut-
ting quality feature of all local planning activities. While
the CRPD gives a definite mandate to the local level and
defines important spheres of activity, further guidance is
needed in order to conceptualise these provisions and to
translate them into practical implementation. Such con-
cepts and implementation approaches have to adequately
address the important role of the social and physical en-
vironment in order to enable individual autonomy and at
the same time to create practical opportunities to achieve
a good living together in communities on a liberal basis.
For local governments, this opens opportunities towards
making inclusion a guiding principle for different sec-
tor-specific and cross-sectoral areas of local planning (see
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Rohrmann et al. 2014; Schadler 2017; Wissenbach 2019).

Outlook: Inclusive Local Planning and
International Cooperation

Recent developments in the field of international coop-
eration call for renewed attention to the role of local gov-
ernance in development and emphasise the role of local
governments and local communities for processes of in-
clusion and public well-being. The commitment to leave
no one behind is a key feature of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development and the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (SDGs) (UN 2015b). The idea that no goal
should be met unless it is met for everyone is well estab-
lished in the new goals. SDG 11 “Make cities and human
settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable” high-
lights the need to focus more sharply on local communi-
ties and local governance with regard to a more participa-
tive development planning which gives special attention
to and actively includes those in vulnerable situations like
women, children, persons with disabilities and older per-
sons. SDG 11 has recently set a strong impulse to the Unit-
ed Nations Conference on Housing and Sustainable
Urban Development and the UN New Urban Agenda,
adopted in late 2016. Through its adoption, governments
have committed to provide basic services for all citizens as
well as to ensure that all citizens have access to equal op-
portunities and face no discrimination. The Agenda makes
fifteen references to persons with disabilities, including a
stand-alone paragraph. States parties commit to facilitate
access for persons with disabilities, on an equal basis with
others, to the physical environment of cities, in particular
to public spaces, public transport, housing, education and
health facilities, to public information and communica-
tion, including information and communications technol-
ogies and systems, and to other facilities and services open
or provided to the public, both in urban and rural areas
(UN 2017). As outlined above, in many instances, these
provisions fall within the direct competence of local gov-
ernments and are important areas of sector-specific and
cross-sectoral local planning. The CRPD dedicates a high
level of importance to the environment in which people
create their life careers. This is why approaches and activi-
ties aiming at mainstreaming the inclusion of people with
disabilities should focus more sharply on stakeholders that
are politically responsible for the design and development
of these living environments. Disability inclusion is thus to
be understood as an issue of cross-cutting local planning.

The planning mandate for the local level and its rele-
vance has not yet been recognised in international coop-
eration. While partner countries increasingly base their
policies and national strategies on the CRPD, implemen-
tation of its provisions at the local level is only successful
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to a limited extent. So far, the focus of development actors
in the field of disability mostly seems to be on legislative
and policy frameworks at national and regional level on
the one hand, or on specific services for persons with dis-
abilities on the other hand. Based on the above discussion
of the importance of local communities and the potential
of local governments to mainstream disability inclusion
in local level planning processes and to coordinate par-
ticipative activities towards the inclusion of people with
disabilities in their place-based communities, internation-
al development stakeholders could pay more attention to
disability mainstreaming in the fields of decentralisation,
urban and rural planning, and local governance. In many
cases, the disability inclusion development discourse has
not yet reached the professional-level debates of such sec-
tors in the field of international development cooperation.®

Around the globe, local authorities face quite similar
challenges when it comes to the implementation of the
CRPD - albeit based on different development paths. Re-
ferring to the aspect of emancipation and self-determina-
tion of local governments concerning the implementation
of the CRPD, the growing field of decentralised develop-
ment cooperation® offers opportunities for mutual learn-
ing and cooperation of local governments on disability-in-
clusive local planning and coordination. For the field of
international development cooperation, complying with
the provisions of the CRPD and objectives of current in-
ternational development policies and strategies with re-
gard to disability inclusion requires to introduce disability
inclusion as a cross-sectoral planning task for all levels of
governments. To this end, it will be crucial to broaden the
disability inclusion discourse to the fields of decentrali-
sation, urban and rural planning, and local governance.
Based on the above discussion on local government re-
sponsibilities, making inclusion a local planning and coor-
dination task requires additional awareness and capacities
of local governments.

NOTES

1 By using the term local level, the present article refers to a polit-
ically defined territory and its population. More specifically, this
includes cities, districts, towns, villages, or a grouping of villages
which form a sub-provincial entity with a democratically elected
representative leadership, a local council with budgetary powers
and a local administration.

2 This was concluded based on an assessment of the considera-
tion of disability inclusion within sector policies and strategies
of bi- and multilateral development stakeholders in the fields
of decentralisation, urban and municipal development, and
local governance. The assessment draws on policy and strategy
papers of members of the Development Partners Network on

Decentralisation and Local Governance (see https://delog.org/
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web/about/members/). While most of these policy and strategy
papers address concepts of poverty, vulnerability and inclusion,
disability is only addressed by very few and disability inclusion is
not addressed as a cross-sectoral local development issue, except
by the UN New Urban Agenda (UN 2016). Moreover, the statement
is based on an assessment of the consideration decentralisation,
urban and rural planning, and local governance topics in disa-
bility-specific policies and strategies of bi- and multilateral de-
velopment stakeholders. Therefore, the assessment considered
key disability-related strategy and policy documents of member
organisations of the Global Action on Disability (GLAD) Network
(see https://gladnetwork.net/members). The results show that
while some actors more or less clearly indicate the importance of
the local level when it comes to respecting, protecting, and fulfill-
ing basic rights of persons with disabilities, the majority of those
cases refer to civil society activities and service provision. Some
highlight the importance of practical opportunities for persons
with disabilities to participate in local level decision-making pro-
cesses (see e.g. JICA 2015; DFID 2018). While the papers assessed
show a couple of examples for effective cooperation with local
authorities and public stakeholders in sector-specific planning
and implementation of services on the local level, hardly any
clear reference is made to cross-sectoral coordinating responsi-
bilities of local governments and administrations with regard to
the implementation of the provisions made by the CRPD. A clear
definition of the mandate and obligations of local governments
with regard to the CRPD could only be found in a submission on
CRPD Article 19 (the right to live independently and be included
in the community) to the CRPD Committee by the International
Disability Alliance (see IDA, 2015).

This article uses the term local development for development
that “leverages the comparative and competitive advantages

of localities and mobilises their specific physical, economic,
cultural, social and political resources” (Romeo 2012: 3), in a par-
ticipatory process for which the local government takes primary
responsibility.

Given a huge variety of definitions focussing on different aspects
of decentralisation processes, this paper uses the term to denote
devolution of political decision-making power including freely
programmable resources to the local level.

Ghana’s National Decentralization Policy Framework (2015-2019)
(Government of Ghana 2015a) and the National Decentralization
Action Plan (2015-2019) (Government of Ghana 2015b) highlight
the development and implementation of local level strategies
and plans on disability and call for capacity development of local
government authorities do so in line with their mandates. While
the devolution of disability related funding to the Metropolitan,
Municipal and District Assemblies was realised through the Disa-
bility Common Fund within the framework of the District Assem-
blies Common Fund, so far it seems to remain limited in scope
and effects. For a discussion on the Disability Common Fund see

Adamptey et al. (2018) and Agyire-Tettey & Naami (forthcoming
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2019).

6 Community-based rehabilitation (CBR), initiated by the WHO in
the 1970s and in the beginning directed towards an increased ac-
cess to rehabilitation services, has become a multi-sectorial and
multi-dimensional practical approach with the aim of enhancing
social inclusion.

7 Seenote3.

8 This was concluded based on an assessment of the consideration
of disability within respective sector policies and strategies of
members of the Development Partners Network on Decentrali-
sation and Local Governance (see https://delog.org/web/about/
members/).

9 Decentralised development cooperation describes partnerships
of local authorities from different countries with the possible in-
clusion of other territorial actors, like civil society, private sector,
schools, health care, and universities (see for example Marta &
Akhmouch 2017).
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ZUSAMMENFASSUNG

Menschen mit Behinderungen sind von verschiedenen Barrieren beson-
ders betroffen. Es sind das soziale und physische Umfeld, in dem diese
Barrieren konkrete Gestalt annehmen, und in dem lokale Planungs-
ansitze die Umsetzung von inklusiven Strukturen auf der Grundlage
der UN-BRK bewiltigen miissen. Die lokale Ebene ist der Ort, an dem
Aktivitdten stattfinden, die uns physisch, sozial usw. unterstiitzen. Sie
umfasst gemeinsame Rdume, an denen das Zusammenleben von Men-
schen geregelt werden muss. Dieser Artikel diskutiert die Relevanz von
lokaler Governance und Planung fiir inklusive Stadte und menschliche
Siedlungen im Kontext der internationalen Entwicklungszusammenar-

beit.

RESUME

Les personnes handicapées sont particulierement entravées par
divers obstacles. Ces obstacles se concrétisent dans ’environnement
social et physique. C’est donc la que les approches locaux de planifi-
cation doivent gérer la mise en place de structures inclusives fondées
sur la CDPH. C’est au ‘niveau local’ ou les activités se déroulent qui
nous soutiennent physiquement, socialement, etc. Il comprend des
‘espaces partagés’ ou la coexistence des populations doit étre gérée.
Présent article traite 'importance de la gouvernance locale et de

la planification en vue de réaliser des villes et des établissements
humains inclusifs dans le contexte de la coopération internationale

pour le développement.

RESUMEN

Las personas con discapacidad estan afectadas por diversas barre-
ras. Es el entorno social y fisico donde estas barreras toman forma
concreta, y donde los enfoques de planificacion local tienen que
gestionar la implantacién de estructuras inclusivas basadas en la
CDPD. El ‘nivel local’ es donde se desarrollan las actividades que nos
sustentan fisicamente, socialmente, etc.. Incluye ‘lugares comparti-
dos’ en los cuales hay que gestionar la coexistencia de las personas.
Este articulo analiza la importancia de la gobernancia y la planifica-
cion local para lograr ciudades y asentamientos humanos inclusivos

en el contexto de la cooperacion internacional al desarrollo.
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World Data Forum: Persons
with Disabilities and
COVID-19 Data Collection
and Disaggregation Effort

On 215t October, the Stakeholder
Group of Persons with Disabilities,
the International Disability Alli-
ance, World Blind Union and CBM
held the event Persons with Dis-
abilities and COVID-19 Data Col-
lection and Disaggregation Efforts
at the virtual World Data Forum.
Over 400 participants attended the
event highlighting the importance
of data on the situation of persons
with disabilities. The key overar-
ching messages from the event
included that data collection tools
are available, that areas on which
to collect data need to be identified
and prioritised and that where no
data exists, research and commu-
nity-driven data should be used to
complement official data for policy
and decision-making.
Information:
https://www.internationaldisabilityalliance.

org/covid19-disability-data

Regional Workshop in West
Africa on Disability Inclusive
Social Protection Response
to COVID-19 Crisis: a New
Path Towards Inclusion

On November 4th and 5th
2020, the West Africa Federation
of Organisations of Persons with
Disabilities (WAFOD), the African
Disability Forum (ADF) and the
International Disability Alliance
(IDA) held the Regional Workshop
in West Africa countries on Disabil-
ity Inclusive Social Protection Re-
sponse to COVID-19 Crisis: a new
path towards inclusion. Disabled
people routinely face accessibility

&

and attitudinal barriers, discrim-
ination and lack of support that
hinder their participation in so-
cial, economic, and political life
on equal bases with others. The
COVID-19 pandemic and its related
socioeconomic consequences has
further exacerbated those barriers,
marginalisation, and inequalities.
Therefore, Disabled-People’s Or-
ganisations from 11 African coun-
tries - Benin, Burkina Faso, Ivory
Ghana,
Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, South

Coast, Guinea-Conakry,
Africa and Togo - came together to
share their knowledge, skills, and
expertise as well as to develop a
DPO-led
ing on social protection inclusive

common understand-
of persons with disabilities. The
members recommended to take
advantage of the ongoing crisis for
influencing the design and delivery
of social protection programmes
which will truly support the em-
powerment, inclusion, and access
to services. Issues of non-discrim-
ination and accessibility of those
measures by persons with disabil-
ities as well as adequate coverage
of disability related cost and sup-
port services need to be taken into
consideration.

Information:
https://www.internationaldisabilityalliance.
org/regional-workshop-west-africa-covid-

19-crisis

Stakeholder Group of
Persons with Disabilities
Present in Civil Society
Meeting with the UN
Secretary-General

On 2™ November 2020, the
representative of the Stakeholder
Group of Persons with Disabilities,

Dr. Mohammed Loutfy, present-
ed in the UN Secretary-General
Meeting with Civil Society: Financ-
ing for Development in the Era of
COVID-19 and Beyond the theme A
New Global Economic Consensus
to Advance the 2030 Agenda. His
presentation called for a progres-
sive increase in dedicated public
resources to support the full in-
clusion of persons with disabili-
ties and their families in COVID-19
response and recovery, the trans-
parent reporting of domestic and
international resource allocations
for the realisation of disability
rights, the adoption and system-
atic use of the disability marker
of the Development Assistance
Committee of the Organisation for
Economic Cooperation and Devel-
opment to measure and monitor
financing for disability inclusion,
and close consultation and active
involvement of persons with dis-
abilities and their representative
organisations in all efforts related
to international cooperation and
the planning, implementation and
monitoring of COVID-19 response
and recovery efforts.

Information:
https://www.internationaldisabilityalliance.

org/economic—consensus

The UN Committee on the
Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (CRPD) Closed its
23" Session

The CRPD Committee closed
its 23" session, which took place
from 17 August to 4" September
2020. Due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, this session was held on-
line and did not include reviews of
States’ parties to the Convention
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on the Rights of Persons with Dis-
abilities. Amongst other things, the
Committee took onto the impact
of COVID-19 on the human rights
of persons with disabilities as well
as the work of Treaty Bodies, ad-
vanced in its collaborative work
with the Committee on the Rights
of the Child and the Committee
on the Elimination of all Forms of
Discrimination against Women, es-
tablished a working group on dein-
stitutionalisation of persons with
disabilities and informed about
the International Principles and
Guidelines on Access to Justice for
Persons with Disabilities, adopted
jointly by the Special Rapporteur
on the Rights of Persons with Dis-
abilities, the Committee on the
Rights of Persons with Disabili-
ties and Special Envoy of the Sec-
retary-General on Disability and
Accessibility.

Information:
https://www.internationaldisabilityalliance.

org/23rd-crpd-session-closes

Professor Gerard Quinn
Appointed as UN Disability
Rights Rapporteur

Irish disability law expert Pro-
fessor Gerard Quinn has been ap-
pointed as the UN Rapporteur on
the Rights of Persons with Disa-
bilities. The Professor Emeritus
in law at the National University
of Ireland - where he previously
directed the world-leading Centre
on International Disability Law &
Policy - is succeeding Costa Rican
lawyer Catalina Devandas Aguilar.
Among his priorities, Mr. Quinn
said that he will work to ensure
that the voices of persons with
disabilities are heard loud and
clear, in global responses to gener-
al calamities caused by COVID-19,
climate change and the scourge of
armed conflicts. He highlighted the
need for systemic change to under-
pin the gains of the UN Committee
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on the Rights of Persons with Dis-
abilities, and to focus attention on
the cultural and structural changes
needed for the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals to be attained. He is
also planning to continue bringing
attention to the positive contribu-
tion of persons with disabilities
to peacebuilding, nation-building
and development, highlighting
the need to promote their active
citizenship.

Information:
https://globalaccessibilitynews.com/2020
/10/08/professor-gerard-quinn-appointed-
as-un-disability-rights-rapporteur/

Recognise and Protect Rights
of Persons with Disabilities,
UN Chief Urges, Marking
International Day

On 3 December, the United
Nations was commemorating the
International Day of Persons with
Disabilities calling for greater in-
clusion for persons with disabili-
ties and recognising and protect-
ing their human rights. Since 1992
the day is annually observed to
promote awareness and mobilise
support for critical issues per-
taining to the inclusion of persons
with disabilities in society and
development. Under the theme
Building Back Better: Toward a
Disability-Inclusive, Accessible
and Sustainable Post COVID-19
World, the day’s focus was put on
the deepened inequalities persons
with disabilities are facing during
the coronavirus pandemic. Among
others, UN Secretary General Ant6-
nio Guterres called for joint work
to tackle the obstacles, injustices,
and discrimination that persons
with disabilities experience and
to achieve an inclusive, accessible
and sustainable post COVID-19
world. On top of that, stakeholders
urged world leaders for a full inclu-
sion of persons with disabilities in
the building back better process,

especially because the last months
have shown a serious lack of con-
sultation with persons with dis-
abilities and their representative
organisations, resulting in a nega-
tively affected COVID-19 response.
Information: https://news.un.org/en/

story/2020/12/1079142

Welttag der
Katastrophenvorsorge

Am 13. Oktober 2020 erinner-
te Handicap International zum
Welttag der Katastrophenvorsorge
an das erhohte Risiko, dem Men-
schen mit Behinderung im Kata-
strophenfall ausgesetzt sind. So
zeigen Untersuchungen des Biiros
der Vereinten Nationen fiir Katas-
trophenvorsorge (United Nations
Office for Disaster Risk Reduction),
dass weltweit nur einer von fiinf
Menschen mit Behinderung im
Katastrophenfall sicher evakuiert
werden kann. 75% der Menschen
mit Behinderung sind nach einer
Katastrophe von der humanitaren
Hilfe ausgeschlossen und nur 17%
der Menschen mit Behinderung
wissen im Vorhinein iiber die Kata-
strophenschutzmafinahmen ihrer
Gemeinden Bescheid. Deshalb gilt
eine inklusive Katastrophenvor-
sorge als unentbehrlich. Handicap
International weist darauf hin,
dass regionale Behorden und Eva-
kuierungsteams geschult werden
miissen, wie sie die Bediirfnisse
von besonders schutzbediirftigen
Personen besser beriicksichtigen
konnen, ihnen notwendige Infor-
mationen und Hilfe zukommen las-
sen und sie Notunterkiinfte barrie-
refrei gestalten kdnnen.
Information: https://handicap-
international.de/de/neuigkeiten/welttag-

der-katastrophenvorsorge-2020

.
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73 World Health Assembly
(WHAT73) Endorses
Resolutions on Meningitis
Control and Epilepsy,
Roadmap on Neglected
Tropical Diseases

Member States recommended
the adoption of two resolutions on
meningitis control and epilepsy at
the 737 World Health Assembly on
12" November 2020. Committee
A, which focuses on programme
and budget matters, decided to
recommend the adoption of the
first-ever resolution on meningi-
tis, which would approve a global
roadmap to defeat meningitis by
2030 - a disease that kills 300,000
people annually and leaves one in
five of those affected with devas-
tating long-term consequences.
The Committee also recommended
the adoption of a resolution calling
for scaled-up and integrated action
on epilepsy and other neurological
disorders. Neurological disorders
are the leading cause of disability
and the second leading cause of
death worldwide. The Committee
further decided to recommend
the adoption of a decision endors-
ing the new roadmap for neglect-
ed tropical diseases (NTD). The
roadmap aims to achieve their tar-
gets by 2030, among other things
to reduce the disability-adjusted
life years (DALYs) related to NTDs
by 75%.
Information: https://www.who.int/news/
item/12-11-2020-wha73-endorses-resolutions-
on-meningitis-control-and-epilepsy-roadmap-

on-neglected-tropical-diseases

Inclusive Africa Conference
2020 Seeks to Promote
Access to Digital Resources
for Persons with Disabilities
in Africa

The first ever virtual Inclusive
Africa Conference 2020 under the
theme of promoting digital acces-
sibility in Africa was hosted on 8®

(2

and 9% October by the nonprofit
inABLE whose mission is to em-
power the blind and visually im-
paired through computer assistive
technology. Around 500 attendees
from across Africa joined in this
inaugural online event intended to
increase awareness of the needs
and rights of people with disabil-
ities to access digital information,
including public safety, health and
remote learning education that is
presently inaccessible.

The Inclusive Africa Conference
brought together global and local
knowledgeable experts from dif-
ferent sectors to showcase inclu-
sive design, mobile accessibility,
and digital accessibility in primary
and high school education, higher
education, financial services, so-
cial media, employment and more.
inABLE Executive Director Irene
Mbari-Kirika emphasised that now
is the right time to start formulat-
ing inclusive policies that put peo-
ple with disabilities at the centre
of inclusive design and will not af-
fect their wellbeing, education and
employment.

Information: https://globalaccessibilitynews.
com/2020/09/08/inclusive-africa-conference-
2020-seeks-to-promote-access-to-digital-
resources-for-persons-with-disabilities-in-

africa/

ArtsAbility 2020 SHIFT
ONLINE

The ArtsAbility Festival, present-
ed annually in South Africa by UN-
MUTE Dance Company, is Africa’s
premier inclusive arts festival. In its
sixth year, ArtsAbility 2020 had to
move to the virtual space and turned
the usually six-day event to a month-
long free online experience. From 3™
November to 3" December 2020, the
festival paid tribute to International
Month of Persons living with Disa-
bilities. Under the overarching theme
Spaces & Homes Invasion Festival
of Transmission (SHIFT) ONLINE,

it presented an exciting, innovative
space for both disabled and able-bod-
ied artists and performers, offering a
plethora of performances, webinars,
and creative works. Due to this year’s
ArtsAbility
2020 was able to open its doors to

virtual  performance,
not only local South African creators,
but also Africa and the World. Thus,
the objectives were three-fold, firstly
to provide exposure for those young
inclusive artists who are already pro-
ducing works in communities. Then,
to provide a platform for collabora-
tive works between South African,
African, and global inclusive artists.
Lastly, to provide learning opportu-
nities through the Access Lecture,
Inclusive Webinars, Sign Language
Lessons and Integrated Dance Work-
shop Programme.

Information: https://www.thisability.
€0.za/2020/10/29/artsability-2020-shift-

online/

Bringing Hope in Sight

The world at large was com-
memorating eye care month which
commenced on 20th September
2020 to 17 October 2020. The main
purpose of this commemoration
was to raise awareness about the
importance of eye health consider-
ing the prevention of blindness and
treatment of avoidable causes of
blindness following its symptoms
and condition of the eye. The South
African organisation KZN Society
for the Blind has joined other in-
stitutions on the call for the peo-
ple to take good care of their eyes
to avoid preventable blindness.
They are urging people to regular-
ly have their eyes checked through
relevant institutions because ear-
ly identification of the symptoms
may assist to avoid unnecessary
blindness. For the period of 100
years The KZN Society for the
Blind has assisted many people
and is continually assisting people
through its eye clinic with testing
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and rehabilitation for those whom
their vision cannot be restored.
Information: https://www.thisability.

€0.za/2020/10/14/bringing-hope-in-sight/

SAFMH Supports Building
Communities Inclusive of
Disability Rights

This year the South African gov-
ernment’s chosen theme for Dis-
ability Rights Awareness Month
(DRAM) - which runs annually
from 3 of November until the 3¢
of December - is Together Build-
ing Communities Inclusive of Dis-
ability Rights. The theme reminds
each of the important work that
is needed to remove barriers that
prevent persons with disabilities
from playing a meaningful role in
society and asserting their rights.
According to the Department of
Women, Youth and Persons with
Disabilities (DWYPD), the chal-
lenges faced by persons with disa-
bilities, do not only deny these in-
dividuals their basic human rights,
but they also prohibit persons with
disabilities from partaking in per-
sonal developmental activities.

The South African Federation
Mental Health (SAFMH) as an or-
ganisation that focuses on upholding
and protecting the rights of people
with psychosocial and intellectual
disabilities, believes in building in-
clusive communities where all per-
sons with disabilities enjoy equal
inclusion in every area of their lives.
SAFMH is of the view that the gov-
ernment needs to be accountable and
increase the representation of persons
with disabilities in institutions and
government departments as a sign of
a commitment to changing the status
quo and realising building communi-
ties inclusive of disability rights.
Information: https://www.thisability.
€0.za/2020/11/03/safmh-supports-building-

communities-inclusive-of-disability-rights/
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Disaster Survival Guide in
Braille Released for Persons
with Visual Impairment in
Jamaica

A survival guide produced in
braille for persons who are blind or
living with vision impairment was
unveiled at a handover ceremony
recently as part of an effort to en-
sure that they are not left behind
when disaster strikes.

The ceremony at the Salvation
Army School for the Blind and Vis-
ually Impaired marks the begin-
ning of nationwide distribution of
the booklet When Disaster Strikes
Be Ready - A Survival Guide for
with Disabilities. The
booklet provides a comprehensive

Persons

guide on disaster management
for persons with disabilities and
explains how they should plan
for each disaster and what they
should do during and after a ma-
jor disaster. Hence, the project is
bringing practical solutions while
empowering people with critical
information.

Information:
https://globalaccessibilitynews.
com/2020/10/23/disaster-survival-guide-in-
braille-launched-for-persons-with-visual-

impairment-in-jamaica/

Turkmenistan Joins the
Marrakesh Treaty and
Completes Ceremony of
Depositing Instrument in
Geneva

On 15" October 2020, the cere-
mony of presenting the instrument
on Turkmenistan’s joining the Mar-
rakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to
Published Works for Persons Who
Are Blind, Visually Impaired or
Otherwise Print Disabled of 2013,
signed by the President of Turk-
menistan, to the World Intellectual
Property Organisation’s Director
General Daren Tang was held in Ge-
neva. In the framework of the cere-
mony, the Permanent Representative

of Turkmenistan at the UN Office in
Geneva has noted the commitment
of Turkmenistan to the constructive
dialogue with the respected interna-
tional organisations, in particular the
WIPO. The ratification by the Par-
liament of Turkmenistan of the Mar-
rakesh Treaty is to serve as a vivid
result of the country’s cooperation
with the international partners. The
intensification of cooperation was
underlined by both parties.
Information:
https://globalaccessibilitynews.
com/2020/10/21/turkmenistan-joins-
the-marrakesh-treaty-and-completes-
ceremony-of-depositing-instrument-in-

geneva/

New Rules Guarantee Rights
of Persons with Disabilities
in Nepal

The government of Nepal has
issued Rules Relating to Rights of
Persons with Disabilities-2020 to
facilitate differently-abled persons
to enjoy their constitutional and
legal rights. The rules make it man-
datory for the concerned author-
ities to provide differently-abled
persons with assistive devices -
e.g. wheelchair, automatic speech
recognition or braille displayer -
free of cost as per the nature and
condition of their disability. The
rules stipulate provision of provid-
ing community support service to
the persons with complete disa-
bility (A’ category) and severe dis-
ability (‘B’ category) to help them
for their daily needs. The rules
also stipulate that persons with
disabilities shall be entitled to free
education with residential facility,
skill development training, finan-
cial package, loan from banks and
financial institutions for operating
business, reservation in govern-
ment offices, free health service,
rehabilitation and social security
allowance. Earlier, the National Hu-
man Rights Commission had urged

)
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the government to specify their
obligations to protect the rights of
persons with disabilities clearly in
their laws and ensure an environ-
ment that would enable them to
lead a dignified life.

Information:
https://globalaccessibilitynews.
com/2020/08/23/new-rules-guarantee-

rights-of-persons-with-disabilities-in-nepal/

Thai Universities Innovate
to Empower Persons with
Disabilities

The National Research Council
of Thailand (NRCT), Department
of Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities (DEP), and Department
of Older Persons (DOP) signed an
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) to support the development of
the innovations for empowering the
older people and persons with disa-
bilities. The cooperation aims to help
reduce the need to import the equip-
ment for persons with disabilities and
older people and make them more
accessible to the target group. In the
initial stage, there are a few inven-
tions that are ready to be produced
and used, for example a Non-electric
Powered Standing Wheelchair or an
Automatic Rotating Bed.
Information:
https://globalaccessibilitynews.
com/2020/09/18/thai-universities-innovate-

to-empower-persons-with-disabilities/

Preis fiir Comin

Comln ist ein Projekt von Han-
dicap International e.V. und fordert
die Integration von Gefliichteten
und Migrant*innen mit Behinde-
rung und chronischen Krankheiten
in Miinchen. Die Mitarbeiter*innen
beraten per Telefon, in den Biiro-
rdumen oder zum Teil bei Besu-
chen in Unterkiinften und Wohnun-
gen zu behinderungsspezifischen
Themen wie auch Migrationsthe-
men. Dafiir wurde ComlIn jetzt von
der Luise-Kiesselbach-Stiftung

(2

mit dem Preis fiir Inklusion 2020
ausgezeichnet.

Information: https://handicap-
international.de/de/neuigkeiten/preis-fuer-

comin

Syrien. Bombardiert.
Uberlebende und ihre
Geschichten.

2017 reiste der Photograph Phi-
lippe de Poulpiquet nach Jordanien
und in den Libanon und traf dort
syrische Fliichtlinge. Fiir seine Auf-
nahmen begleitete er Teams von
Handicap International, die die Op-
fer dieses Krieges mit unterschied-
lichsten Mafdnahmen unterstiitzen.
Die Bilder und Videos portraitie-
ren Menschen und ihren Alltag, der
plotzlich und ohne Vorwarnung
durch eine bis heute andauernde
Gewalt unterbrochen wurde. Die
Ausstellung gibt den Opfern eine
Stimme. Sie zeigt, wie das Leben
dieser Menschen durch Bomben-
angriffe aus den Fugen geriet - und
wie sie die Erlebnisse nun ver-
arbeiten. Die Geschichten stehen
symbolisch fiir das, was hundert-
tausende Menschen in Syrien téig-
lich erleben. Der Einsatz explosiver
Waffen in bewohnten Gebieten ist
eine grausame Praxis in aktuellen
Konflikten, deren Opfer zu iiber
90 % aus der Zivilbevolkerung
stammen.

Information: http://bombardes-hi.
org/de/
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Stakeholder Group of Persons

with Disabilities/IDA/CBM
Disability Data Advocacy
Toolkit

Data is critical for the realisation
of the rights of persons with disabil-
ities. Without it, marginalisation is
perpetuated, and the discrimination
encountered by persons with disabil-
ities around the world remains un-
addressed. The goal of the Disability
Data Advocacy Toolkit is to contribute
to the growing global dialogue on the
importance of data on persons with
disabilities, providing basic knowl-
edge on data collection, analysis, and
use of data for evidenced-based advo-
cacy. The toolkit aims at building the
capacity of persons with disabilities
and their representative organisations
around the world, by offering simple
approaches to essential advocacy skill-
sets that could benefit all persons with
disabilities, particularly those under-
represented and in more impoverished
regions.
Bezug: https://cbm-global.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/11/DisabilityData_

advocacytoolkit_accessible.pdf

United Nations
Disability Inclusion in the
United Nations System

The UN has released this report on
implementing its Disability Inclusion
Strategy, providing a first baseline on
the status of disability inclusion across
the UN system. The Strategy itself was
launched in June 2019 in the context of
the 2030 Agenda’s principle of leaving
no one behind and aims to enable the
UN system to support the implementa-
tion of the Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), the
SDGs, the Agenda for Humanity, and

the Sendai Framework for Disaster

(s

Risk Reduction. Besides establishing
a baseline on the status of disability
inclusion in the UN system, it also pro-
vides recommendations for the sys-
tem, including ways to support Mem-
ber States in implementing the CRPD
and achieving the SDGs.

Bezug: https://www.un.org/sites/un2.
un.org/files/un_disability_inclusion_

strategy_report_final.pdf

OHCHR
International Principles
and Guidelines on Access
to Justice for Persons with
Disabilities

Since the adoption of the Conven-
tion on the Rights of Persons with Dis-
abilities (CRPD) in 2006, States have
committed to remove the barriers that
hinder access to justice for persons
with disabilities. The Sustainable De-
velopment Goals, in particular Goal
16, have reinforced this commitment.
Moving forward and supporting States
in the implementation of their obliga-
tions in this area, has been a priority
in the agenda of the Special Rappor-
teur. The International Principles and
Guidelines on Access to Justice for
Persons with Disabilities are a prac-
tical tool to support States in design-
ing and implementing justice systems
that provide equal access to justice for
persons with disabilities, in line with
international human rights standards.
They are a result of consultations and
collaboration with disability rights ex-
perts, organisations of people with dis-
abilities, States, academics, and other
practitioners.
Bezug: https://www.un.org/development/
desa/disabilities/wp-content/uploads/

sites/15/2020/10/Access-to-Justice-EN.pdf

Humanity & Inclusion
Towards More Inclusive
Practices: A Disability,
Gender and Age
Intersectional Resource

This Disability, Gender and Age
Resource aims to support staff to bet-
ter understand intersectionality. An
intersectional approach reminds us
of the need to look deeper at the way
multiple individual characteristics and
societal factors intersect to compound
discrimination in any given context.
This resource is split into two main
sections: In the first section, the con-
cept of intersectionality is being intro-
duced, its use as a lens to understand
vulnerability and the relevance of
context, while the second section pro-
vides some guidance on inclusion and
bias, the need to consider the wider
environment, how to work with social
norms, how to understand power dif-
ferently, and empowerment and partic-
ipation processes.
Bezug: https://hi.org/
sn_uploads/document/2020-HI_
DisabilityGenderAgelntersectionality_GN09.
pdf

World Blind Union/CBM Global

Disability Inclusion
Accessibility GO! A Guide to
Action

The World Blind Union (WBU) and
CBM Global Disability Inclusion have
launched the new Accessibility GO! A
Guide to Action. With 10 years to re-
alise the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, accessibility is the foun-
dation to building a more inclusive, eq-
uitable world where no-one is left be-
hind in line with the UN Convention on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
(CRPD). The newly developed guide
from WBU and GBM Global provides
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practical support on how to deliver a
wholistic organisational approach to-
wards accessibility. It describes how
to progressively achieve seven core
accessibility commitments across built
environments, information and com-
munications, procurement of goods
and services, training and capacity
development, programmes, meetings
and events, recruitment, and human
resource (HR) management. The guide
offers pathways to progressively re-
alise accessibility in various contexts
and organisations, recognising that us-
ers of the guide will be diverse. Joint-
ly produced and informed by OPDs
(Organisations of Persons with Disa-
bilities), the guide can also be used to
improve how accessibility is addressed
and delivered by any organisation.
Bezug: https://worldblindunion.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/10/Accessibility-GO-
A-Guide-to-Action-WBU-CBM-Global.pdf

International Campaign to Ban

Landmines - Cluster Munition

Coalition
Landmine Monitor 2020

The Landmine Monitor 2020 is the
22" annual Landmine Monitor Report.
The report - focusing on calendar year
2019, with information included up to
October 2020 when possible - covers
mine ban policy, use, production, trade,
and stockpiling in every country in the
world, includes information on the im-
pact of casualties and contamination,
as well as efforts and challenges in
addressing this impact through clear-
ance, risk education, and victim assis-
tance, and lastly, shows global trends in
support for mine action. The Landmine
Monitor 2020 continues to document
progress toward a mine-free world,
but also highlights challenges such as
non-state armed groups (NSAGs) us-
ing antipersonnel mines or the lack of
supporting the needs of landmine sur-
vivors and their communities.
Bezug: http://www.the-monitor.org/
media/3168934/LM2020.pdf
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Save the Children
Protect a Generation: The
Impact of COVID-19 on
Children’s Lives

The global COVID-19 pandemic has
had a deep impact on children, fam-
ilies, communities, and societies the
world over. The coronavirus is tearing
children’s lives apart - around 99% of
the world’s children have been impact-
ed by disruptions like school closures,
stretched health systems, lost liveli-
hoods, and restricted access to nu-
tritious food. These impacts are even
harder on children that are already
dealing with pre-existing inequalities,
hence, children with disabilities are
among the worst affected. To ensure
all children’s voices are heard and will
be at the centre of any response to
this crisis, Save the Children conduct-
ed the largest survey among children
and their caregivers of its kind since
the outbreak of the pandemic, taking
in over 25,000 respondents (including
8,000 children) across 37 countries.
The findings are captured in the latest
report, giving a diverse overview of
how health, nutrition, education, child
rights, child poverty and child protec-
tion are influenced by the pandemic.
Bezug: https://www.savethechildren.org/
content/dam/usa/reports/emergency-response/

protect-a-generation-report.pdf

COVID-19 Disability Rights

Monitor
Disability Rights During the
Pandemic: A Global Report
on Findings of the COVID-19
Disability Rights Monitor

A coalition of seven global disa-
bility rights organisations have called
for urgent action by States and the
international community to halt the
catastrophic failure to protect the
lives, health, and rights of persons
with disabilities during the COV-
ID-19 pandemic. The report presents
the findings from a rapid global sur-
vey with responses from 134 coun-
tries of persons with disabilities and

other stakeholders which took place
between April and August 2020. The
report highlights four major themes
from the survey data: (1) The egre-
gious failure to protect the lives of
persons with disabilities in residential
institutions, which have become hot-
spots during the pandemic, (2) wide-
spread, rigid shutdowns that caused a
dramatic breakdown in essential ser-
vices in the community, (3) serious
and multiple human rights violations
against underrepresented populations
of persons with disabilities, and (4)
a concerning trend of denying basic
and emergency healthcare.

Bezug: https://covid-drm.org/assets/
documents/Disability-Rights-During-the-

Pandemic-report-web.pdf

World Blind Union
COVID-19, Amplifying Voices:
Our Lives, Our Say

The World Blind Union (WBU) con-
ducted a study to examine the extent
to which the COVID-19 pandemic has
exposed some deep structural inequal-
ities in society. Data gathered from the
study is evidencing that persons with
disabilities, older persons, and per-
sons from lower socioeconomic status
backgrounds are among those hardest
hit by the pandemic. While this report
puts a spotlight on the voices of blind
and partially sighted persons, many of
the experiences shared strongly reso-
nate with numerous other studies that
are also highlighting how marginalised
groups have been affected by this cri-
sis. Through this report, WBU hopes
to raise awareness on the specifics of
what those challenges have meant in
reality for its constituents, as well as
shed light on what have been effective
resilience strategies for them.
Bezug: https://worldblindunion.org/covid-

19-amplifying-voices-our-lives-our-say/

)


https://worldblindunion.org/covid
https://covid-drm.org/assets
http:https://www.savethechildren.org
http:http://www.the-monitor.org
https://worldblindunion.org/wp

LITERATUR

ADD International
Action on COVID-19 Evidence
on the Response of Disabled
People’s Organisations
During Pandemic

In June 2020, ADD Internation-
al conducted structured interviews
with leaders from ten Disabled Peo-
ple’s Organisations (DPOs) which are
participating in the Inclusion Works
programme in three districts in Bang-
ladesh to understand impact of and re-
sponse to COVID-19 among DPOs. Ev-
idence from these interviews suggest
that the economic impact of COVID-19
on persons with disabilities has been
acute, and DPOs are taking critical
action. DPOs are engaging with pow-
er holders to make relief, livelihood
support and information accessible to
persons with disabilities. DPOs are in
touch with their members, but they
face barriers in doing their work dur-
ing this time, and more could be done
to reach the most excluded.
Bezug: https://asksource.info/sites/default/
files/IW_Covid_DPO_Impact_Action_
Final_0.pdf

Rajendra Prasad, Anandita

Lidhoo, Tarun Lala et al.
COVID-19 Pandemic-Related
Lockdown: Effects on
Persons with Disabilities in
India

To study the impact the COV-
ID-19-related lockdown on persons
with disabilities (PWDs), a telephonic
survey of participants in four major
cities of India was conducted - mainly
focusing on the participants’ under-
standing of the prevention of COV-
ID-19, their type of disability, and
extent of dependence on caregivers,
along with their financial situation and
food and medicine availability. The re-
sults show that the main impact of the
prolonged lockdown was on mental
health, limited ability to work from
home, lack of access to rehab profes-
sionals or rehabilitation units, and ex-

ternal caregivers, along with difficulty

(=

in repair of assistive technology devic-
es. That is why the authors give rec-
ommendations - e.g. development of
an updated national database of PWDs
or establishment of tele-medicine and
tele-rehabilitation services - to reduce
the drastic effects from the lockdown
measures on PWDs in India.

Bezug: https://www.apollomedicine.org/
temp/ApolloMed17544-4407872_121438.pdf

UN Women
Sexual Harassment Against
Women with Disabilities in
the World of Work and on
Campus

Work remains to be done to ensure
that the links between gender and
disability feature more routinely in
efforts to end sexual harassment. This
discussion paper has been developed
with the benefit of consultations with
women with disabilities to place their
experiential knowledge at the core of
the work to end sexual harassment.
This paper contributes to the devel-
opment of intersectional approaches
for addressing sexual harassment as it
manifests in the lives of women with
disabilities. It also offers advice and
support for policy makers to address
the urgency of strengthening efforts to
end discrimination against women in
the promotion of the rights of persons
with disabilities and centring disabil-
ity rights and community knowledge
in work to end discrimination against
women.
Bezug: https://www.unwomen.org/en/
digital-library/publications/2020/08/
discussion-paper-sexual-harassment-

against-women-with-disabilities

Human Rights Watch
Living in Chains: Shackling
of People with Psychosocial
Disabilities Worldwide

In order to show the scale and scope
of shackling of people with real or per-
ceived psychosocial disabilities world-
wide, Human Rights Watch conducted

a study of mental health legislation,

relevant policies, and practices across
60 countries around the world. Human
Rights Watch researchers interviewed
more than 350 people with psychoso-
cial disabilities, including those who
were shackled at the time of research
or had been shackled at least once in
their lives, and more than 430 family
members, caregivers or staff working
in institutions, psychiatrists, psycholo-
gists, nurses and other mental health
professionals, faith healers, lawyers,
government officials, representatives
of local nongovernmental organisa-
tions (NGOs), including organisations
of persons with disabilities, and disa-
bility rights advocates.

Bezug: https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/
files/media_2020/10/global_shackling1020_
web_2.pdf

Disability Rights International
Crimes Against Humanity:
Decades of Violence and
Abuse in Mexican Institutions
for Children and Adults with
Disabilities

This report documents severe and
pervasive human rights violations
against children and adults with dis-
abilities in Mexico’s institutions (e.g.
orphanages, social care homes). The
paper investigates on the socio-po-
litical reasons for the inhumane and
degrading treatment and practices
and furthermore, condemns Mexico’s
failure to enforce the Convention on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities,
respond decisively to known human
rights violations in the institutions and
change the harming situation for chil-
dren and adults with disabilities.
Bezug: https://www.driadvocacy.org/wp-
content/uploads/Mexico-2020-EN-web.pdf
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Keresencia Matsaure/Agness
Chindimba/Felistas R. Zimano/
Fayth Ruffin
Looking Under the Veil:
Challenges Faced by People
with Disabilities in Cross-
Border Entrepreneurship
Cross-border entrepreneurship is
one source of livelihood that is trans-
forming people’s lives, especially those
with limited resources and education-
al qualifications and those in need of
supplementary earnings to comple-
ment meagre formal earnings. Howev-
er, despite strides made to make this
avenue worthwhile, this Zimbabwean
study shows that hidden hindranc-
es still persist from procedural and
structural barriers from road entry
point management systems. To people
with disabilities (PWDs), the impact of
these hidden barriers is severe to the
extent of obstructing their optimum
progression into cross-border entre-
preneurship. This article sought to
interrogate some veiled challenges in
border management systems affecting
PWDs’ quest to venture into cross-bor-
der entrepreneurship.
Bezug: https://ajod.org/index.php/ajod/
article/view/645/1413

Nokuthula Tinta/Hester Steyn/

Jana Vermaas
Barriers Experienced by
People with Disabilities
Participating in Income-
Generating Activities. A Case
of a Sheltered Workshop in
Bloemfontein, South Africa

People with disabilities often par-
ticipate in income-generating activ-
ities (IGAs) in sheltered workshops
in South Africa. However, they face
many barriers that limit their ability
to participate effectively in economic
activities hosted by the workshops.
This qualitative exploratory single
case study illustrates the barriers that
limit the participation of people with
disabilities in IGAs in a sheltered
workshop. The results ought to be
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used to develop strategies to address
each barrier and promote increased
participation of the individual there-
by improving their quality of life.
Bezug: https://ajod.org/index.php/ajod/
article/view/662/1407

Judith McKenzie/Callista

Kahonde/Karen Mostert/

Heather Michelle Aldersey
Community Participation
of Families of Children with
Profound Intellectual and
Multiple Disabilities in South
Africa

Many families struggle to support
their family members with profound
intellectual and multiple disabilities
(PIMD), especially in low resourced
settings where formal services may
not be available. The adapted Fami-
ly Community Participation survey,
measuring perceptions of community
participation, was administered to 67
primary caregivers of children with
PIMD in Cape Town by community-
based rehabilitation workers. The re-
sults show that barrier to participation
is still widespread. Hence, it concludes
that awareness raising, community
support and provision of services to
address barriers to community partic-
ipation are needed. Families should be
consulted on community issues to in-
tegrate their specific family needs into
the overall needs of the community.
Bezug: https://www.researchgate.net/
publication/344925240_Community_
participation_of_families_of_children_
with_profound_intellectual_and_
multiple_disabilities_in_South_

Africa#fullTextFileContent

World Bank
Inclusion in Indonesia’s
Education Sector: A
Subnational Review of
Gender Gaps and Children
with Disabilities

This study seeks to examine gender
gaps and disability issues in education

in Indonesia, and to suggest policy

actions as well as future analytical and
operational work to address these dif-
ferences. Field visits were conducted
to uncover drivers of gender differenc-
es, as well as issues of social inclusion,
and to explore policy approaches to
improve learning outcomes and edu-
cational achievement for all children.
Secondary data analysis shows that
Indonesia has demonstrated great pro-
gress on gender parity in education.
However, the national averages mask
important variations at the subnation-
al level, including variations of signif-
icant male and female disadvantage
between and within provinces. Women
are still underrepresented in school
and government leadership positions,
as well as the workforce overall. The
study also reveals significant challeng-
es and offers policy recommendations
to ensure inclusivity in education for
children with disabilities.

Bezug: https://openknowledge.worldbank.
org/handle/10986/33943
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(34

28.06.-30.06.2021

WBU-ICEVI General Assemblies, Virtual Assembly

Information: https://worldblindunion.org/blog/news/announcement-wbu-icevi-general-
assemblies-28-30-june-2021/
Kontakt: World Blind Union

M-Enabling Summit, Washington D.C.
Information: https://g3ict.org/events/m-enabling-summit-2020
Kontakt: M-Enabling Summit
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2/2021:
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