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Early child development-Key facts

·Early childhood is the most important phase of 
development-lifespan

·Brain development during the first year is influenced 
by the environment

·Early experiences determine the rest of life

·Every year 200 million children fail to reach their full 
potential

·There are simple and effective ways to ensure optimal 
child development

WHO- Media Center, Fact sheet No: 332, 2009



Consequence of poverty

·Children Raised in Poverty ...

ÅHave poorer academic acheivements

ÅLess likely to attend college

ÅMore likely to become a teen-parent

ÅMore likely to smoke and use illegal drugs 

ÅMore likely to be unemployed  

Child Development Institute, UNC-Chapel Hill, 2007
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ECD a tool to break the cycle of poverty 

ÅAll children are born wired to feel and learn 
ÅEarly environment matters and nurturing 

relationships are essential 
ÅSociety is changing and the needs of young 

children are not being addressed  
ÅInteractions among childhood science, 

policy, and practice demand rethinking 

ȱ&ÒÏÍ .ÅÕÒÏÎÓ ÔÏ .ÅÉÇÈÂÏÕÒÈÏÏÄÓȡ 4ÈÅ 3ÃÉÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ %ÁÒÌÙ #ÈÉÌÄÈÏÏÄ 
$ÅÖÅÌÐÍÅÎÔȱ ɀJ.P. Shonkoff & D.Phillips, NRC, Committee on 
Integrating the Science of ECD, 2000



Recommendations based on research 

ÅAllocate equitable resources 
ÅRespond to the mental health needs of young 

children
ÅIncrease public awareness on quality child care 

programs 
ÅProvide greater access comprehensive maternal 

child care services
ÅEstablish multi-level task force  to assess public 

policy 

ȱ&ÒÏÍ .ÅÕÒÏÎÓ ÔÏ .ÅÉÇÈÂÏÕÒÈÏÏÄÓȡ 4ÈÅ 3ÃÉÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ %ÁÒÌÙ #ÈÉÌÄÈÏÏÄ 
$ÅÖÅÌÐÍÅÎÔȱ ɀJ.P. Shonkoff & D.Phillips, NRC, Committee on 
Integrating the Science of ECD, 2000



The impact of poverty on brain 
development: multiple pathways
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о tǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ƎƻŀƭǎΧ

1. %ÎÈÁÎÃÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ Á ÍÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÁÎÔÅÎÁÔÁÌ ÃÁÒÅ 
to have  a healthy baby.

2. %ÎÈÁÎÃÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ Á ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ 
early in life, including her cognitive and 
social and emotional development

3. The education of parents and/or caregivers 
in better parenting, health, and hygiene 
practices

*World Bank recommendations for ECD program 



Enhancing maternal and childcare 



Empathy and 
Early childhood development 


