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Lack of evidence-based technical guidance

Disability inclusion not a political priority in health



Disability inclusion is

NOT

a political priority in health

YET



Health Policy

Generation of political priority for global health initiatives: 

a framework and case study of maternal mortality

Jeremy Shiff man, Stephanie Smith

www.thelancet.com Vol 370 October 13, 2007

Can frameworks inform knowledge about health policy 

processes? Reviewing health policy papers on agenda setting 

and testing them against a specific priority-setting framework.

Gill Walt, Lucy Gilson

Health Policy Plan. 2014 Dec;29 Suppl 3:iii6-22



Global political priority depends on…

1. Topic characteristics

• Features of the topic (Relevance, credible indicators,  and 
effective interventions)

2. Political Context

• Policy windows  

3. Ideas

• Cohesion in the  ways in which those involved
with the topic portray it

4. Actor Power

• Stakeholders cohesion with strong leadership 
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Advocacy Action

Evidence- based guidance
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OPPORTUNITY



Sustainable Development Agenda
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Goal 3

Ensure healthy lives and

promote well-being for

ALL at ALL ages
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FOUR CORE AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY

June 2019
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COVID-19
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Disability inclusion in

in the health sector



… need to create a common narrative

We still …
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What needs to be done

24



What needs to be done

1. Evidence based technical guidance

25



What needs to be done

1. Evidence based technical guidance

2. Build a cohesive narrative around disability 

inclusion in the health sector 

26



What needs to be done

1. Evidence based technical guidance

2. Build a cohesive narrative around disability 

inclusion in the health sector 

28



What needs to be done

1. Evidence based technical guidance

2. Build a cohesive narrative around disability 

inclusion in the health sector 

3. Mobilize actors in the health sector and Ministries 

of Health to advocate for disability inclusion in the 

health sector
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Partnership
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Act now!



Thank you!

WHO

Dr Alarcos Cieza

Disability Programme
ciezaa@who.int
@AlarcosC • www.who.int/health-topics/disability

http://www.who.int/health-topics/disability

